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to transact, came to my room and remained till 
half past ten o’clock; and when he left | went to 
bed. | was notified about three o’clock this morn- 
ing, and was on my way to the House when I 
was told that it had adjourned. 

Mr. BROOMALL. I move thatthe gentleman 
be excused, on the payment of the usual fees. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Isaac N. Arnon. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Arwnotp, having ab- 
sented yourself from the sitting of the House 
without its leave, what excuse have you to offer? 


Mr. ARNOLD. Mr. Speaker, | regard the pas- | 


sage of the [Illinois and Michigan ship-canal bill 
as of the greatest possible importance to my con- 
stituents. That bill is now pending before the 
Committee on Military Affairs of the Senate. 
Learning that nothing was to be done in the 
House except making general speeches on the 
tax bill, | believed that by conference with mem- 
bers of that committee I could do more service to 
my constituents than by being here, and | was 
accordingly in the company of members of that 
committee during the evening. [ was absent, sub- 
serving the interests of my constituents, 

Mr. WILSON. Was the gentleman notified 
before the adjournment last night that his pres- 
ence was needed ? 

Mr. ARNOLD. I was not. 

Mr.GARFIELD. I move that the gentleman 
be excused on the payment of the usual fees. 

The motion was agreed to. 

James M. Asutey. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Asuiey, you have been 
absent from the House witheut its leave. What 
excuse have you to offer? 

Mr. ASHLEY. Mr. Speaker, understanding 
there was to be speech making and no business 
transacted last night, | concluded to remain at 
home, being somewhat fatigued, and put myself 
upon low diet. After reading and answering my 
letters | turned to Dombey and Son, and read 
some of the extraordinary incidents in that re- 
markable book. | was unconscious that the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms was out after members. | have no 
other excuse. 

Mr. RADFORD. I move the gentleman be 
excused, upon the payment of the usual fees. 

Mr. WILSON. [desire to ask the gentleman 
one question, and that is, whether he was notified 
by the Sergeant-at-Arms or any one authorized 
by him that his presence was needed here ? 

Mr. ASHLEY. [desire toask my friend from 
lowa why he asks me that question, 

Mr. WILSON, If the notice was received by 
the gentleman from Ohio, or by any other gentle- 
man now at the bar of the House, that his pres- 
ence was desired in the House, | am in fevor of 
adding to the usual fees a fine for not attending 
in accordance to notice. 

Mr. ASHLEY. Then the gentleman wants 
me to criminate myself. [Laughter.] 

Mr. WILSON. I would like an answer. 

Mr. ASHLEY. Well, I was notified and knew 
nothing about the matter until this morning. 

The motion to excuse was agreed to. 

Joseru Batty. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Barry, you have been 
absent from the sittings of the House without its 
leave. What excuse have you to render for your 
absence ? 

Mr. BAILY. Whe I left the Hall yesterday 
afternoon | supposed the evening session was 
to be devoted to general debate exclusively. 1 
was not well, and remained in my room all the 
evening. I had no notice that my presence was 
needed in the House, or I should have been here. 

Mr. GARFIELD. In consideration of what 
the gentleman says in reference to his health, | 
move that he be unconditionally excused. 

Mr. STEELE, of New York. I move to 
amend the motion by striking out the word * un- 
conditionally,’ and adding ‘upon payment of 
the usual fees,” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The motion, as amended, was agreed to. 
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Jacos B. Brair. 
The SPEAKER. Mr. 
sented yourself from the sitting of the House 
| without its leave. What excuse have you to ren- 
der for your absence ? 
Mr. BLAIR rose in his seat to speak. 
| Mr. THAYER. 
The gentleman must come forward to the bar of 
| the House. 
| 
| the House.) 
| being heard,as | want gentlemen to hear my ex- 
| cuse. | was about to observe that most of the 
members of this House probably know that I 
|} have been seriously indisposed in one of my limbs 
| for several weeks, 80 much so that 1 have been 
| almost unable to get to the House in the day time. 
| Lam in the habitof reuring to my virtuous couch 
| about the time | think all sober and honest men 
| Should go to rest. Last evening, at my usual 
| hour, I retired. About half past one o’clock I 
| heard an unusual noise at my door. I got up, 
| went to the door, placed my hand upon the key 
| and was about to turn it, When the thought struck 
me that possibly some one was there who wished 
to rob me of that which would not enrich him, 
but make me poorindeed. [retired againin good 
| rder to my bed. A second thought occurred to 
me thatas there was great excitement through- 
out the country in reference to the quesuion of 
oil, and particularly the stock of the Blair Oil 
| Company, some one might be there wanting to 
| purchase the few shares that are left. | went to 
' 
! 
' 








the door and opened it, but instead of finding a 
|| purchaser, I found the Sergeant-at-Arms. He 
told me my presence was required at the House. 
Just then my foot, which had caused me a great 
deal of trouble, but which | thought was almost 


| Mr. BLAIR, (stepping forward to the bar of 
| rose in my seat for the purpose of 


3LAIR, you have ab- | 


I rise to a question of order. | 


well, commenced hurting me most dreadfully. I | 


appealed to the Sergeant-at-Arms, extending my 


Mr. BROOMALL. 


I move toamend that mo- 


| ton by adding thereto the words **on payment 
| of the usual fees.’’ 


Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to be heard for a 
moment on that point. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. Broomatu’s amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Hotman’s motion, as amended, was then 
agreed to, and Mr. Briss was excused on pay- 
ment of the usual fees. 

Hewry T. Brow. 


The SPEAKER. Mr. Brow, you have been 


| absent from the session of this House without 


leave. What excuse have you to offer for your 
absence? 


Mr. BLOW. 


Mr. Speaker, about a week ago, 


| not anticipating a night session, | accepted an 


invitation for last evening to a delightfal dinner 
party,as it proved. I did not feclat liberty, under 
the circumstances, to withdraw the answer t had 
given to the polite gentleman who had invited me 
to his house. L remained there unul half past 
eleven o’clock last night, and then proceeded to 
assist my friend from Illinois [Mr. ARNotp] in 
his efforts to secure legislation in reference to the 
Hlinois ship-canal. Lsaw the Sergeant-at-Arms at 
a distance at one of the places where | was, and 
on my way to the Capitol lwas made prisoner at 
the National Elotel—not, however, by the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms. ‘That is all | have to say. 

Mr. ROLLINS, of New Hampshire. I move 
that the gentleman be excused on payment of the 


usual fees. 


lame limb toward him, and asked him ifhethought | 


I should go out at the dead hour of the night, cold 
as it was, in that condition. 


He remarked at || 


once that he thought he would report me as being || 


too unwell to visit the House. [assured him 
from the bottom of my heart of my most distin- 
guished consideration, and retired again to my 
bed. I remained there until morning, and when 


I reached the Hall at twelve o’clock I was in- | 


formed that I was under arrest, 
excuse I have. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I move that the gentleman 
be excused on paying a fine of ten dollars and the 
usual fees. 

Mr. STEELE, of New York. I move to amend 

| by striking out the ten dollars. The gentleman 
was lame and could not walk up here, and there 
was no provision made for bringing him. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. I move that he be ex- 
cused unconditionally. 

Mr. STEELE, of New York. 
in the place of my amendment. 

Mr. Wapswortn’s motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. Garriep’s motion was agreed to. 

Georce Buiiss. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Buitss, 
absent from the session of the House without 
leave. What excuse have you to offer for your 
absence? 

Mr. BLISS. I have but a few words of ex- 
cuse to offer, and there will be no wit contained 
inthem. I left the House at an advanced hour 
yesterday afternoon withoutany intelligence that 

| there was to be an evening session. I supposed 
that the business of the day was substantially 
accomplished. The Sergeant-at-Arms is guilty 
of treating me with neglect last night, for I got 
notice neither from him nor any other function- 
ary or source of information that the House was 
in session. Had I known it I should have been 
here. I wasin perfect health, and have no ex- 
cuse except, perhaps, such negligence as may be 


This is the only 


I accept that 


ou have been 


imputed to me for not knowing that the House | 





would be in session. The legal and legitimate 
consequences I am ready to respond to. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move that the gentleman be 
discharged unconditionally. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. I desire to 
inquire of the gentleman if he was notified by the 
Sergeant-at-Arms that his attendance was required 
here? 

Mr. BLOW. I was. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. 
hour? 

Mr. BLOW. The Sergeant-at-Arms can an- 
swer that question; | must decline answering. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It seems to me that under 
these circumstances something more than the pay- 
ment of the ordinary fees should be required. It 
is acase of willfulneglectof public duty. I there- 
fore move that an additional penalty of ten dol- 
lars be imposed. 

Mr. BLOW. I desire to say to the gentleman 
from Indiana that it was not willful. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Then I will take back the 
word ** willful.’’ 

Mr. Hotman’s amendment was disagreed to, 

The motion of Mr. Roiuws, of New Hamp- 
shire, was then agreed to; and Mr. BLow was dis- 
charged on payment of fees. 


Mr. YEAMAN. I move thatall the remaining 
gentlemen at the bar of the House, who see fit to 
pay the usual fee, be excused. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I rise to a question of order. 
If | remember right, the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky (Mr. Yeaman] was before the bar of the 
House last evening and had a fine imposed upon 
him. lLunderstand the rule to be that he has no 
right to take partin the proceedings unless the 
penalty is paid. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair presumes that 
every member of the House obeys the order of 
the House. As the gentleman from Kentucky 
was released on payment of the usual fee, the 
Chair presumes that he has complied with the 
order of the House. 

Mr. HOLMAN. A very violent presumption. 

The SPEAKER. That may be. 

The question was taken on Mr. YEAMAN’s mo- 
tion, and it was not agreed to. 


At what 


James Broors. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Brooks, youhave been 
absent from the session of the House without ita 
leave. What excuse have you to render for your 
absence? 

Mr. BROOKS. Mr. Speaker, there wasacon- 
flict of authority last night. l obeyed the rules 
of the House up to nine o’ciock. I was then 
called by the chairman of the Post Office Com- 


il mittee to another sphere of duty at the Postmas- 





CS ered 


tee! 


ROE ET ERIE 


Yehsee 


r 


Pi 
i 


phate ce ba 


es we eget On ate Bate MMe - 49 © 


¥ 
- 





738° 


ter Geueral’ 





In that other sphere I thought | 
might render as good public service as if 1 had 
remained here, 

Mr. JOHINSON, of Pennsylvania. 
inquire whether the gent 


I desire to 
leman was notified that 
the Sergreant-at-Arms had called on him, 
Mr. BROOKS. I was not notified. 
heard of wolllsaw iti the papers this morning. 
Mr. TOWNSEND. 1 move thatmy colleague 
be excused unconditionally. 


Mr. BROOMALL, = Linove,asanamendment, 


that he be re quarry d to pay the usual fees. 


I never 


Phe amendment was adopted; and the motion, 
ns amended, was agreed lo. 

Mr. BROOKS. Mr. Speaker,if I pay the Ser- 
geani-at-Arms now, can | vote? 

The SPEAKER. Certainly. 

Mr. BROOKS, (stepping forward to the Ser- 
geani-atArms.) ‘Then willsettleup. [Laugh- 
er. 

Mr. ASHLEY. Dol understand the Chairto 
decide that until amember who has been fined 
bas paid the Sergeant-at-Arms he is not entitled 
to vote? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has already de- 
cided that he presumes all gentlemen have obeyed 
ithe orders of the Hlouse unless there be evidence 
to the contrary. 

Mr. BROOKS. I rise to a point of order. I 
am told that there is an arrangement between cer- 
tain gentlemen who were herve last night to collect 
a considerable sum of money for the Sergeant-at- 
Arms and to have a grand supper at the close of 
the session, My poitof order is that those gen- 
tlemen are interested and therefore are not enutled 
to vole. [Laughte r.] 

The SPEAKER. 
point of order, 

Mr. THAYER. The remarks of the gentle- 
man from New York are u reflection on the House. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON. Me. Speaker, as 
one of those who remained here ull four o’clock 
m the morning, | utterly deny the existence of 
any such arrangement. { Laughts r.] 

Mr. THAYER. Lunderstand the Chair to say 
thatthe rewiarks of the gentleman from New York 
are im order. 

TheSPEAKER.,. The Chair has ruled them out 
as pot being a valid point of order under the rule. 


The Chair overrules the 


Wirtiram G. Brown. || 


The SPEAKER. Mr. Brown, you have been 
nbsent from the session of the House without its 
leave. Whetexcuse have you to render for your | 
absence? 

Mr. BROWN, of West Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
J had an engagement last evening fora few hours 
with afriend, My health isnot very good at any 
time, and at the conclusion of my engagement I 
wenttobedunwell, Some time in the night, after 
I had slept for a considerable time, my wife told 
me that some gentleman had come to the door 
wanting to see me, and that she sent word to the 
gentieman that | was unwell. The gentleman 
then left without my seeing him. It was a fact 
that | was unwell; and | would not have come 
here last night for any amount that the House 
would probably fine me on account of my ab- 
sence. My condition of health was such that I 
could not come, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. I move 
that the gentleman be discharged unconditionally. | 

The motion was agreed to. 

Joun W. Crancer. 

The SPEAKER. 
been absent trom the session of this House with- | 
out its leave. What excuse have you lo reudei 
for your absence? 

Mr. CHANLER. I left the House on yes- 
terday under the impression that the debate upon 
the internal revenue bill, which had been com- 
meneed by the honorable gentleman who had 
charge of that bill, (Me. Morriti,} would cer- 
tainly continue unul the next morning, and that 
it would not be necessary for me to be here. Be- 
fore | started from the Capitol, I left word with 
one of the officers of the House that in case any 
other business should transpire | should be sent 
for. I heard nothing of the order of the House, 
but came here this morning unaware any call had 
been made. 

Mr. BROOMALL. [move that the gentleman 
be excused upon the payment of the usual fees. 

The motion was agreed to. 





Mr. CaHanter, you have || absent from the session of this House without 


| the statement in the papers this morning to the 
| sull in session, my first impression was to come 


| dilemma in which you were placed.” But stopping | 





FREEMAN CLARKE. 
The SPEAKER. 
absent from the session of this Ehouse without its 
leave. Whatexcuse have you to render for your 

avusencesr 

Mr. F. CLARKE. Mr. Speaker, I am not well 
enough to attend the evening sessions of the 
House. 

Mr.BROOMALL. I move thatthe gentleman | 
be unconditionally excused. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 1 would ask the gentleman 
if he was confined to his room last night. 

Mr. F. CLARKE. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to amend the mo- | 
tion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr, | 
BRoomaL} so as to excuse the gentleman upon 
the payment of the usual fees, 

The amendment was adopted; and the motion, | 
as amended, was then agreed to. 


Brutus J. Cray. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Cray, you have been 
absent from the session of this House without 
its leave. What excuse have you to render for | 
your absence ? 

Mr. CLAY. I was not aware, Mr. Speaker, | 
that my services were needed here last night. | 
left the Hall last evening under the impression that 
we were to haveanight session only for the pur- | 
pose of allowing gentlemen an opportunity to | 


make speeches for their constituents; not particu- || 


larly to enlighten members of this House; and as | 
I felt no particular interest in them I did not think 
it necessary to attend. I went home to my room 
and remained there, and was not aware of any- 
thing that was being transacted here last nigh@p 
and furthermore [am not much inclined to travel 
at night over the slippery pavements and steps, 
and therefore | concluded | would not come up | 
here last night. I had no intention or desire to | 
show any contempt of this House. 

Mr. ARNOLD. I move that the gentleman be 
unconditionally excused. 

Mr. RADFORD moved to amend so as to ex- 
cuse the gentleman upon the payment of the usual | 
fees. 

The amendment was adopted; and the motion, 
as amended, wus then agreed to. 

Cornetivus Coe. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Core, you have been | 
absent from the session of this House without | 


its leave. What excuse have you to render for 
our absence? 


by special invitation at a more festive scene than 
the one transpiring in this House last night. It 
was between eleven and twelve o’clock when 1 
reached my lodgings, and I supposed then that the 
House was keeping better hours than the members 
of the Committees on Post Offices and Post Roads, | 
and | retired for the night. I knew nothing then 
of the proceedings of the House. When | saw 


effect that when last heard from the House was 
up here immediately and relieve you from the 


to obtain my breakfast, | learned that the House 
had adjourned some time during the morning. 
Mr. BROOMALL. 1 move that the gentle- 
man be excused upon payment of the usual fees. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Henry L. Dawes. 
The SPEAKER. Mr. Dawes, you have been 





its leave. Whatexcuse have you to render for 
vuc absence ? 
Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker, as the House is | 


well aware, | attended upon the session of the 
House last evening until a very late hour. Dur- 


ing the discussions of last night, as the House is | 


also aware, | unfortunately became involved ina 
personal difficulty with the venerable and, until 
then, very much esteemed gentleman from Ohio, | 
{[Mr. Spatpine,] under the impression that he 
was attempting to appropriate to himself an article 
that belonged entirely to me. In the course of 
the evening | received a message from him of such 
a character that I was a littl uncertain what it | 
meant, 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Brooxs,} who, 
we all know, is perfectly au fait in such matters, 
(laughter,) and he informed me that it admitied of | 
but one construction, and that I must meet the 





I therefore consulted the distinguished | 
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Mr. Crarke, youhave been || 
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gentleman from Ohio outside of the District and 
vindicate my honor, [renewed laughter;] and, in 
company with the gentleman from Ohio, | lef 
the House for that purpose late in the evening. 
J was not aware of the call of the House after | 
left. lam happy to say that such explanations 


' took place between the gentleman from Ohio and 


| myself as rendered it entirely satisfactory to me 


I was not, 1 


that he had no intention to make the appropria- 
tion that I at first supposed he had, and that is 
the reason why I left the House. 

Mr. STEVENS. I understand that the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] is one 
of those who left after the doors were opened, 
and thus left the House without a quorum; and 
both for that reason and because he accepted a 
challenge, | move that he be excused upon paying 
a fine of ten dollars in addition to the usual fees, 

Mr.COX. 1 do not think we ought to press so 


-hard upon my friend from Massachusetis, (Mr. 





Dawes.) He has said that he left the House upon 
a belligerenterrand. Now, itis so unusual a thing 
for our New England friends to fight that I think 
it should be regarded in his case 

Mr. TRACY. I move to amend by striking 
out the fine of ten dollars. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. WADSWORTH. 
striking out ** ten dollars’ 
dollar.”’ 

The amendment was rejected. 

The motion of Mr. Stevens was then agreed to. 


Joun L Dawson. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Dawson, you have 
been absent from the session of this House with- 
out its leave. What excuse have you to render for 
your absence? 

Mr. DAWSON. Mr. Speaker, I was present 
during the regular session of the House on yes- 
terday until the hour for the recess. It seems 
that the House had resolved to meet again at 
seven o’clock I did not Jearn that fact until after 
eight o’clock, when | immediately repaired to- 
ward the Capitol, but on my way was informed 
that the House had adjourned. I then returned to 
my lodgings. I received no notice from any one 
that the House was in session, and knew nothing 
of the fact until after I appeared here to-day at 
twelve o’clock and was informed that such was 


I move to amend by 
and inserting ** one 


| the case. 


Mr. ANCONA. I move that the gentleman be 


| unconditionally excused. 
Mr. COLE, of California. Mr. Speaker, I was | 


Mr. BROOMALL. I move to amend 80 as to 
excuse him upon the payment of the usual fees. 

The amendment was adopted; andthe motion, 
as amended, was then agreed to. 


Joun F. Farnswortn. 

TheSPEAKER. Mr. Farnsworth, you have 
been absent from the session of this House with- 
out its leave. What excuse have you to render 
to the House for your absence ? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Mr.6peaker, I attend- 
ed the session of the House last evening unt! nearly 
one o’clock, until all further proceedings under 


| the call of the House had been dispensed with, 


and the doors were opened. Presuming that no 
further business would be transacted, and feeling 


| quite unwell and very much fatigued, | went to 


| my lodgings, and, after taking some refreshment, 








reured to my virtuous couch, 
my first slumber when 
“1 heard a rapping 
As of some one [not very] gently tapping 
Atimy chamber door.”’ 


Upon asking who was there, the Sergeant-at- 


Thad just got into 


| Arms responded, desiring me to get up and come 


to the House. I told him that was impossible; 
that I could not, in the condition of my health, 
gecout of my bed at ye up ' 

Mr. MORRILL.  Lask the gentleman to yield 
to me for a moment, that I iaay make a motion 
which, if it be made at all, must be made before 
half past four, 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
the gentleman, 

Mr. MORRILL. I move that the session of 
this evening be dispensed with. 1 desire that we 
shall get through with the business in which we 
are now engaged, and | think that we had better 
continue this afternoon’s session until we con- 


I cheerfully yield to 


{| clude this matter. 


Tne SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ver- 
mont moves that the session of this evening be 
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° 
dispensed with. Thatis a privileged motion, the 
effect of the adoption of which will be that the 
of this afternoon will be extended until 
a motion to adjourn shall be adopted. 

Mr. COX. 1 move to amend so as to provide 
that all the evening sessions be dispensed with. 

The SPEAKER. ‘That motion cannot be en- 
tertained. The House has resolved by unani- 
mous consent that there shall be a session every 
evening, uuless otherwise ordered by a majority 
of the Louse. 

Mr. J.C. ALLEN. 
quiry to the Chair. 
resolution for evening sessions, can that resolu- 
tion be repealed in this way? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The terms of the resolution 
provided that there should be a session every 
evening, unless otherwise ordered; the intention 
being that, as during last session, a majority 
should dispense with the evening session when 
they saw fit. 

The motion of Mr. Morritu was agreed to. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


told the 


session 


I rise to propound an in- 


As I was stating, I 


{ dislike, Mr. Speaker, to make excuses On ac- 
count of the state of my health; and I know that 
when I tell the Llouse that | have had for several 
days past that ignoble malady, the fever and ague, 


The House having passed a | 


Sergeant-at-Arms that I was not able to | 
getup and come to the House, which was true. | 


I shall not get very much sympathy. | have been 


taking medicine every day for several days for 
the chillsand fever. Last evening I was not well. 
Mr. ARNOLD I move that my colleague be 
unconditionally excused. 
Mr. STEVENS. ‘The gentleman was here a 


partof last evening. I desire to ask him whether, | 


on leaving the House, he asked permission to 
retire? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I did not. 

Mr. J.C. ALLEN. | suggestthat the fact that 


my colleague is at large Is prima facie evidence that 


he has paid his fine. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I regret to ask the House 
to allow me to make an amendment of the mo- 
tion. It seems to me that this is one of the clearest 
cases of positive contempt of the authority of the 


House that has yet come before us, and I move | 


that the gentleman be fined twenty-five dollars in 
addition to the usual fees. 
Mr. STEVENS. I moveto make it ten dollars. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. Before | 


vote on a proposition of that kind [ would like | 


to know from the gentlemen from Lilinois how he 
got out of the House last night? 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. ‘The doors were open. | 


Mr. STEVENS. If | understood the gentle- 


man,after we obtained aquorum and were going 


into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union to transact business, he with others 


|| fact until | came here 


went away and left us without a quorum, so that | 


we had to stay here all night. 

Mr. Srevens’s amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HALE. I[ move toamend by striking out 
twenty-five dollars and providing that the Speaker 
shall reprimand the gentleman. 
se No!”’} 
ment. 

Mr. MORRILL. I know that the gentleman 
from Hlinois was not well, and L move to amend 
by making it five dollars. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. FRANK. 
the same as the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
who left at the same time. 


Well, then, I withdraw the amend- 


{Criesof** No!’? | 


I move thatit be made $12 50, | 


Tie amendment was agreed to; and the motion, | 


as amended, was adopted. 


Joun Ganson. 


TheSPEAKER. Mr. Ganson, you have been | 


absent from the session of the House without its 
leave. What excuse have you to offer? 

Mr.GANSON. Mr. Speaker, when I left the 
House in the afternoon [ intended to attend the 
evening session; but | was detained by several 
agreeable gentlemen. When they left lL retired. 
I was notified by the Sergeant-at-Arms, before 
morning, that the House was still in session, and 
at once prepared to come here. I called upon 
Mr. Rice, of Massachusetts, on my way, and 
found that he was sick. When I reached the 
Capitol the House had adjourned. I returned 
home again, getting there at half past four o’clock. 

Mr. BROOMALL. I move that the gentleman 
be excused on the payment of the usual fees. 


| here. 


| know of my colleague whether he 
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Mr.COX. I move that he be unconditionally 
excused. , 
The motion was disagreed to. 
Mr. BrooMaLu’s mouon was then agreed to. 


Aaron Harpina. ’ 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Haropina, you have be 
absent from the House without its | W hat 
excuse have you to offer? 

Mr. HARDING. Mr. Speaker, although I 
have attended the sessions of the House for the 
last three or four days, | have notalways felt well 
enough to remain tll the adjournment. Last 
night [ felt better, but was sull suffering from 
disease, so that | did not deem it prudent to come 
For the same reason I declined to accept 
the invitation to attend the Postmaster General’s 
with the Post Office Committee. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I move that the gentleman 
be unconditionally excused, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Henry W. Harrincron. 

The SenGeant-at-Arnms. Mr. 
HARRINGTON started to come to 
seeing the flag down, thought the 
adjourned, and returned home. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that the 
halyards broke this morning, and the flag had to 
be taken down while the House was in session. 

Mr. Hakrincron not being present, his case 
will be reserved. 


ave. 


Sneaker, Mr. 
Hlouse, but 
Tlouse had 


} 
the 


Bensamin G. Harris. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Harris, you have been 
absent without the leave of the House. What 
excuse have you to offer? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. Mr. Speaker, 
I have labored for several days under a bad cold, 
from which | have not yet recovere he: I think 
that it would be imprudent for me to come out 
during the night. It would only be exposing my 
health todo so. I was not notified by the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms. Even if I had been, my health 
would not have permitted me to come here. 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York. I move the gentle- 
man be unconditionally excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

We tts A. Hurcuins. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Hurcuins, you have 
absented yourself from the sitting of the House 
without its leave. What excuse have you to 
offer for your absence? 

Mr. HUTCHINS. I was aware that night 
sessions of the House had been ordered to com- 
mence soon, butthat there was to be such asession 
last evening was a fact that had entirely escaped 
my mind. By my absence L intended no disre- 
spect to the House, and I was not notified of the 
to-day. 

Mr. BROOMALL. I move that the gentleman 
be excused upon the payment of the usual fees. 

The motion was agreed to, 

Francis W. Ke.ioae. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms stated that Mr. KeLtoae 
Was out of the city. 

Austin A. Kine. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. ‘Kina, you have ab- 
sented yourself from the sitting of the House 
without its leave. What excuse you to 
render for your absence ? 

Mr. KING. I was aware that the House had 
adopted a resolution for night sessions, but I ab- 
sented myself out of no disrespect to the House. 
The streets have been very bad to walk upon 
during the last week, and in the first part of the 
week | was notable to keep my feet under me, 
and on one occasion fell and sprained my wrist, 
and | have hardly been able to usemy hand since. 
After getting my dinner yesterday, at five o’clock, 
I went to my own room and remained there, and 
was not notified that my attenda 
at the House. Had I been notified at any hour 
of the night, I should have felt it my duty totry 
to come here; not feeling that there was an 
absolute necessity for being here, | was not will- 
ing to undertake at night to walk up these slip- 
pery walks and steps whicli | have not been abl 
to walk with safety during the day. 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri: I[ would like to 


have 


ce was required 


but 


got his fall 
before or after dinner. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. RADFORD. I move that the gentleman 
be unconditionally excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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Antuony L. Knapp. 


Mr. J.C. ALLEN. Mr. Kwapr is in the eity 
of New York, 
Francis C. Le Rionp. 


Phe SPEAKER 


absented yourseil 


Mi 


from 


Lr Bionp, you have 
of the Llouse 
without its k W hat excuse have you to rea- 
der {or your absences , 
Mr. LE BLOND. 


would be any 


the silting 
aAVe. 


I was not aware that there 
business transacted last evening 
beyond mere speech making, and therefore | re- 
mained at home with my wife. | was neither sick, 
nor upon any important committee, nor was | 
served with any process requiring my attendance. 
| did not know that my presence was needed unul 

lL came morning, Had 1 known ut | 

Should have come here last night. 

Mr. RADFORD. I 
excused upon the payment of the usual fees. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Ropertr Maurory. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Maniory, you have 
absented yours lf from the sittur gy of this Liouse 
without its leave. What excuse have you to 
render for your absence ? ; 

Mr. MALLORY. l came up to the Tlouse 
last night because | understood some questions | 
felt a great deal of interest in would be taken up 
for consideration when the tax bill was before the 
Committee of the Whole. If it had not been for 
that | should not have come at all, for I did not 
feel very well. Coming here, I found the Llouse 
without a quorum, answere d to my name, anil 
tried to get the House to exercise mercy toward 
the delinquents; but the House wasa little hard- 
hearted last night,and it seems they are disposed 
to be a little hard this morning. As the evening 
advanced, not feeling very well, l asked leave of 
the House to retire to my room. Leave was 
granted; but because I did notavail myself of the 
privilege immediately, some gentleman moved to 
reconsider the vote by which such leave was 


here this 


move the gentleman be 


eranted, The vote was reconsidered, and the 
leave was rescinded. [{Laughter.} 
Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts. May I 


ask the gentleman by what means he left the Llall? 
Mr. MALLORY. Ah! Mr. Speaker, Ido not 
think that a very pertinent question, 
Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts. The doors 
were all closed. 
| Mr. MALLORY. I object to his drawing the 
that because | am a member of the 
Committee of Waysand Means l have mean w ays, 
L went out correctly. 
Mr. HOLMAN. This beingan unusuai case, 
I move the gentleman be excused upon paying 
$12 50 and the usual fees, 
Mr. MALLORY. 


with his usual courte 


| 
conclusion 


I presume the gentleman 
sy will permit me to get 
through with my excuse. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I thought the gentleman had 
concluded his remarks. 

Mr. MALLORY. I was abouttoremark that 
I belonged to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
or mean ways, Just as gentlemen see fit to call it; 
and I have a right to be absent from this House 

| during its sessions. But that is not my excuse. 
1 was unwell and leftthe Llouse. If thatis sufh- 
cient the [louse can excuse me. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I now make my motion, 
omitting, however, the $12 50. 

Mr. COX. I mustsay | neverin my life knew 
my friend from Kentucky so gay and festive as 
he was last night. {Laughter.] 

Mr. MALLORY. The gentleman from Ohio 
will allow me to say that it was fictitiou 
thing like the prosperity that exists all over our 
country now. I had justleftthe gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Ganson, ] and the gentleman 
from Ohio knows his character we!! er 
know how to account for the spirit 
hibited when | came to this House. 

Mr. COX. If the gentleman says it was a hee- 
tic flush, I will agree to let him off 

Mr M ALLORY. Oh,1 »! Nota he tic 

Mr.STROUSE. I movethatth 
excused unconditionally. 

Mr. GARFIELD. 


tion by adding that he 


3, some- 


such to 
which | ex- 


flush. 


a 
reutleman be 


[ move to a nd that mo- 
be fined ten dollars in ad- 
dition io thet i fer 
Mr.WADSWORTH. Mycolleacu 
confined to his room by tndisposition, and was 
here last night very indiscreetly. Ele ought not 


ii Lo have been here 


f hy is | ecn 
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Mr. GARFIELD. 
tion. 

The question was taken on Mr.Srrovse’s mo- 
tion, and it was ag 

Witztiam EH. Mitver. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Mirver, you have been 
absent from the session of the House without 
leave. Whatexcuse have you to render for your 
absence? 

Mr. MILLER, of Pennsylvania, When the 
House passed the resolution providing for even- 
ing sessions | was detained at my home by ill- 
ness. 4 left the House yesterday afternoon prior 
to the recess, unwell, and remained in my room; 
and | knew nothing of this call of the House un- 
ul this morning. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move that the gentleman 
be uncondition illy discharged 
agreed to, and Mr. Miruer, 
of Pennsylvania, was discharged from custody. 

Warren P. Noste. 

The SPEAKER. 
absent from the 
leave. 


Then I withdraw the mo- 


reed to. 


The motion was 


Mr. Nonre, you have been 
of the House without 
W hat excuse have you to offer for your 
absence ? 

Mr. NOBLE. I got the impression yesterday 
about the time the House adjourned that the even- 
ing session would be devoted to spr aking, and 
nothing else. Nevertheless, | 
here. But when I arrived atthe hotel to get my 
dinner | found two of my constituents there, who 
demanded my personal attention lastnight tn the 
transaction of public business. | could not very 
well leavethem. I was, however, sufficiently in 
health to be here, and meant no contempt of the 
House by my absence. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. The gentleman from Ohio 
is almost always in his seat; | believe he has 
acarcely ever been absent. I move that he be 
unconditionally excused. 

Mr. BROOMALL. I move to amend that 
motion by adding to it ** on payment of the usual 
fees.’’ 

The question was put, and on a division there 
were—uayes 48, noes 35; no quoram voting. 

Mr. J.C. ALLEN. Would it be in order to 
move that there be a call of the House? 

The SPEAKER. It would. 

Mr.J.C.ALLEN. Then I make that motion. 

The question was put, and the House refused 
to order a call. 

Mr. BROOMALL. 
ment, 

The question was then taken on Mr. Ex- 
DRIDGE’s motion, and it was agreed to; and Mr. 
Nosie was excused unconditionally. 

GopLove 8. Orru. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Orrn, you have been 
absent from the session of the House without 
leave. What excuse have you to offer for your 
absence? 

Mr, ORTH. 
room last night. I retired at a very early hour, 
and knew nothing of the proceedings of the 
House until | got here this morning. 

Mr. COX. I move that the gentleman be un- 
conditionlly excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Nenemian Perry, 
The SPEAKER 
absent from the session of the House without 
leave. Whatexcuse have you to offer for your 
absence? 

Mr. PERRY, On Wednesday I received a tel- 
egram from New Jersey that made it important 
for me to go there. I left on Wednesday even- 


session 


intended to come 


I withdraw my amend- 


ing in the half-past seven o’clock train for New | 


Jersey, and transacted the business I had to do. 
Fearing that my friend Wasusurne would move 
this whisky amendment, I took the train back and 
arrived here at six o’clock this morning. That is 
all the excuse | have to make. 

Mr. RADFORD. I move that the gentleman 
be excused on the payment of the usual fees, 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
tion so as to excuse him unconditionally. 

The amendment was disagreed to, 

Mr. Ranrorp’s motion was then agreed to. 

Wiruiam H. Rawpatt. 

The SPEAKER, Mr. Ranpatr, you have 
been absent from the session of the House wit!.- 


out its leave. What excuse have you to offer for 
your absence? 


I was too unwell to leave my | 


I move to amend that mo- || 
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Mr. RANDALL, of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, 
[do not think | have id excust | torgot 
thatthere was a night session, and was notabseat 
through any contemptof the House at all, 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker, in consequence 
of the frankness of the avowal, | move that the 
gentleman from Kentucky be unconditionally dis- 


any ge 


charged, 


Mr. RADFORD. I move, as an amendment, 
that he be discharged on payment of the usual 


fees, 


The amendment was adopted; and the motion, | 
| as amended, was agreed to, 


Avexanver I]. Rice. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Rice, you have been 
absent from the session of the House without its 
leave. What excuse have yuu to offer for your 
absence ? 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
for the Jast fortnightl have been in ill health, and 
someumes have not been able to attend the day 
session of the House. During the whole of that 
time [ have not been out of my house on any 
evening, for any purpose whatever. l was de- 
tained at home by illness last night, 

Mr. INGERSOLL. 
from Massachusetts be unconditionally excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Anprew J. Rocers. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Rocers, you have been 
absent from the session of the House without its 
leave. What excuse have you to offer for your 
absence? 


Mr. ROGERS. 


ing at last evening’s session; and therefore I re- 


muined absent, supposing that there was no ne- | 
1 had no notice from | 


cessity for my presence. 
the Sergeant-at-Arms, 


Mr. BROOMALL. I move that the gentleman | 


be excused on payment of the usual fees. 
The motion was agreed to. 
James S. Roxuiws. 
The SPEAKER. Mr. Rotuts, you have been 


absent from the session of the House without its | 
W hat excuse have you to offer for your | 


leave. 
absence ? 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri, (from his seat.) 
Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. THAYER. I rise to a question of order. 
The gentleman must come to the bar of the House 
and answer. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point 
of order. 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri, (from the center 





aisle.) Mr. Speaker 
Mr. J.C. ALLEN. I rise to a question of 
| order. The gentleman should come to the crim- | 


inal dock. [Laughter.] 
Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri, (having stepped 


to the area in front of the Speaker’s chair.) Mr. | 
Speaker, I meant no disrespect to the House by | 
my absence last night. 1 was not positively cegg | 

tain that there was to be anevening session. The 


was some doubt in my mind on that question. l 


| represent a very excellent people—a’more than 
| average constituency. 


{Laughter.] Acouple of 
my constituents arrived here yesterday; and | hold 


| it to be the duty of a polite Representative to give | 
Mr. Perry, you have been | 


all proper attention, not only to his legislative 


| duties, but also to his constituents when they visit 


this city. I felt it my duty to pay my respects 


to those gentlemen last night, and finding them | 
very agreeable, | remained with them. 
|; my excuse, 


Mr. BROOMALL. 


I desire to ask the gentle- 


man from Missouri whether he got notice last | 


night that the House was in session. 


Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri. I did not. I was | 
| not notified ull this afternoon by the Sergeant-at- 
| Arms. 


Mr. BROOMALL. I move that the gentleman 


be discharged on payment of the usual fees. 


The motion was agreed to. 


Rosert C. Scnenck. 

The SPEAKER. 
been absent from the session of this House with- 
out its leave. What excuse have you to offer for 
your absence? 

Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Speaker, I was present 
in the House yesterday all day, and in my usual 
health, being blessed with a tolerably vigorous 
conatitution, for which Lam grateful. 1 knew 


Il move thatthe gentleman 


Mr. Speaker, my understand- | 
ing was that there was to be nothing but speak- 








That is | 





Mr. Scuenck, you have | 
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there was to be an evening session, and | knew 
that it was to be for the purpose of taking upand 


acting on the tax bill,and not for the mere nur. 
pose of debate. | determined, however, after s: 
inquiry, not to come last evening. | have an im- 
pression, Mr. Speaker, that IL am the hardest. 
working man in the House of Representatives, 


My committee has met every morning for the last 


me 


| three weeks; and itis as much asl can do to vet 
my breakfast and get there punctually for the 
| meeting of the committee,as | always endeavor 


to anticipate the arrival of the other members, 


| From the committee | come into the House. 


Last night I felt fagged out and in need of reere- 
ation and rest. Stull lL would not leave the House 
until lL ascertained from the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means [Mr. Stevens] that 
the question of the tax upon tobacco, 1» which 
my constituents felt great interest, would not be 
likely tocome up. I am perfectly disinterested 
upon that subject, for | donot use it in any shape, 
either in smoking, chewing, or snuffing. Snill | 


mB) 


| have many constituents who are large producers 
| of that article. 


Owing, therefore, not to any want of health, or 
want of disposition te do my duty, but simply 


| because I was tired out—and | shall be glad when 


the 4th of March comes, on that account—! failed 
to come here last night; and I feel myself quite 
as much surprised, in view of the labor I have 
performed this session, in being tried here for 
neglect of duty, as | think some gentlemen who 
are trying me must feel that they are engaged in 
that trial. 

I have no other excuse than this to offer, ex- 
cept to state the circumstances attending my ab- 
sence. I passed a portion of my evening away 
from my lodgings with some friends. I then re- 
turned to my lodgings, and applied myself to some 
letters which had to be written, and to the prepa- 
ration in part of some memoranda for a bill, and 
for an interview with the Secretary of War in re- 
lation to some matters before the Military Com- 
mittee, and | think | got to bed about twoo’clock 
in the morning, which is about my usual time for 


| retiring. The Sergeant-at-Arms did not call upon 


me or notify me that | was wanted here. ‘This 


| morning, when I read in the papers thatthe House 


was still in session when last heard from, | in- 


| quired of my family whether any one had called in 


the course of the evening while | was out and left 
any notice for me, and was told that no one had 
done so. My notice trom the Sergeant-at-Arms 
was received in this Hall at one or two o’clock to- 
day. This is my excuse for my absence. 

Mr. WILSON. I suppose that the absence of 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Scuenck] was 
owing to the fact that he feels great anxiety to 
have the business of the House advanced, in or- 
der that we may have a call of committees, which 
will afford an opportunity to the Committee on 
Military Affairs to submit their reports. [| sup- 
pose that will account for his absence from the 
House, and it seems to me that it is a good excuse. 

Mr. ODELL. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Scnenck] says he was absent on account of his 
position on a very hard-working committee. I 
only desire to say that other gentlemen who are 
on that same hard-working committee were here 
all last night. Ido not think that the gentleman 
should be unconditionally excused, but that he, 
like others, should be required to pay the usual 
fees. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I move that the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Scuencg] be excused 
upon payment of the usual fees. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Would it be in order to add 
the words ** in view of the remarks of the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Scuenck,] the Chair be di- 
rected to administer a mild censure to him for the 
manner in which he spoke of his judges,’ who 
are known to be very industrious gentlemen? 
[Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes the gen- 
tleman from Indiana {Mr. Ho_man] does not pro- 
pose to press his motion. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I supposed the gentleman 
was criticising his judges rather severely. 

Mr. SCHENCK. | disclaim any purpose of 
that kind. IL was not aware that the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. Hotman] would apply my re- 
marks to himself. 

Mr. HCLMAN. 
to amend. 


I will withdraw the motion 
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The question was upon the motion of Mr. Rice, 
of Massachusetts, to excuse the gentleman upon 
the payment of the usual fees. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I move to amend so as to 
excuse unconditionally. 


‘The amendment was rejected, 


The motion of Mr. Rice, of Massachusetts, was 
} aad 
then adopte d. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move that all those 
members who were not here at all last night be 
excused unconditionally, and all those who were 
here until one o’clock be fined ten dollars each. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that that motion 18 notin order. + 

Joun G. Scorr. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Scott, you have been 
absent from the session of this House without 
its leave. What excuse have you to render to 
the House for your absence? 

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. Speaker, several of my 
friends were in the city yesterday on very import- 
ant business. They expected to leave to-day, 
and desired that I should see them last night. I 
called upon them,and returned to my room at ten 
o’clock. I received notice at twelve o’clock to- 
day from the Sergeant-at-Arms. ‘The business 
upon which my friends came here was very im- 
portant, and it was necessary that 1 should see 
them last night. 


Mr. BROOMALL. 
be excused upon paying the usual fees. 

The motion was agreed to. 

turus P. Spaupine. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Sparpine, you have 
been absent from the session of the House with- 
out its leave. What excuse have you to render 
for your absencer 

Mr. SPALDING. Mr. Speaker, I never at 
any time absent myself willingly from the ses- 
sions of this House. I have for some days, per- 
haps | might say for some weeks, been suffering 
from a severe cold. I attended the House yes- 
terday from twelve o’clock until the recess at half 
past four. [really was not able to come during 
the evening session; but | was impressed with 
the importance of aiding in the examination of the 
bill from the Committee of Ways and Means, the 
internal revenue bill, and I did come punctually 
at seven o’clock. My purpose was to remain 
during the whole session of the House. I staid 
here for some six hours, with very much discom- 
fortto myself. [asked the Speaker once whether 
l could retire, but he said that the rules would not 
permit it. 
the first call were dispensed with. It was then 
aboutone o’clock. The doors were opened. I sup- 
posed that then the proceedings of the House were 
substantially ended. Ll had no idea but that the 
House would, within five or ten minutes, adjourn, 


and as | had to walk from the Capitol to Seventh | 


street, the cars having ceased to run, l went out 
in advance, as | supposed, of the House, with no 
intention to contemn the House, but for the pur- 
pose of getting as speedily as | could to my lodg- 
ings, where | knew | ought to be. 
mained here during the subsequent sitting of the 
House, | do not believe that 1 could have attended 
here to-day. 

| should perhaps have asked permission of the 
House before leaving; but I did not consider it 
necessary. It was rather a thoughtless act on 
my part to go away without asking permission; 
but I felt the necessity of going; so as soon as the 
doors were opened I did go. 

Mr. KELLEY. I desire to ask the gentleman 
& question: whether it was not suggested to him, 
as he was about to go, that if he would remain 
for two or three minutes the question would be 
taken on the business before the House,and that 
then we could have an adjournment? 

Mr. SPALDING. ] 
that; it may have been so. 

Mr. KELLEY. I have a very distinct recol- 
lection of having made that suggestion. 

Mr. SPALDING. If so,I replied that I could 


not remain longer. I was almost in a condition 
to sink in my seat. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I do not suppose that 
any gentleman knew that the business would be 
concluded in two or three minutes. 

Mr. KELLEY. I gave such notice to the gen- 


tleman, and received from him a very angry and 
indignant answer. 


I move thatthe gentleman | 


1 stayed until the proceedings under || 


If | had re- | 


| Mr. HUBBARD, of Connecticut. I heard the || Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


gentieman from Ohio remark, as he left the Hall, 
that, unless he left immediately, he did not believe 
he would be able to come here to-day. 

Mr. COX. As my colleague has stated that 
he was so ill last night that he felt ready to sink 
in his seat, | think that he should be uncondi- 


tionally excused, as have been others who were | 


sick. 

Mr. A. W. CLARK. I know that the gentle- 
man came here last night when he really should 
have remained away. 

Mr. RADFORD. I move that the gentleman 
be excused on paying a fine of $12 50, in addition 
to the usual fees. 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York. I desire to ask 
whether the gentleman from Ohio asked permis- 
sion to absent himself from the House. 

Several Members. He hassaid that he did not. 

The question recurred on Mr. Raprorp’s mo- 


| tion. 


Mr. ROSS. I move to amend by making it five 
dollars. 

Mr. COX. I hope that this police court busi- 
ness will stop. 


The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BROOMALL. I move toamend that he be 
excused on the payment of the usual fees. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The motion, as amended, was then adopted. 

Joun T. Stuart. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms stated that Mr. Stuart 
was reported to be absent from the city. 

L. D. M. Swear. 


The SPEAKER. Mr. Sweat, you have been 


| absent from the sitting of the House without its 


| posed myself. 





| leave. 


leave. What excuse have you to offer? 

Mr. SWEAT. Mr. Speaker, when I left the 
House yesterday afternoon I was aware there 
would be an evening session, but it was not my 
purpose to attend it, neither would it be my pur- 
pose to attend this evening if there were to be a 
session, because for the past week | have been 


laboring under such a severe cold that it would | 


be not only imprudent but unsafe to have ex- 
I was not confined to my room. 
1 will add that I received no notification that my 
presence was desired. 


Mr. DAWSON I move thatthe gentleman be 


| unconditionally excused. 


The motion was agreed te. 
Rospert B. Van VALKENBURGH. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Van VaLkenBuRGH, you 
have been absent from the House without its 
What excuse have you to offer? 

Mr. VAN VALKENBURGH. Mr. Speaker, 


I have no excuse to offer. I have been unwell 


| for a few days, but was able to be here. 


Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri. 
tleman sick? 

Mr. VAN VALKENBURGH. 1 wasable to 
attend, but did not deem it prudent. When the 
gentleman has paid his fine 1 will answer all of 
his questions, 

Mr. GARFIELD. I move that the gentleman 
be excused on the payment of the usual fees. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Was the gen- 


Epwin H. WessrTer. 
The Sergant-at-Arms stated that Mr. Wes- 
STER had Leen present, but had been called to 


attend Senator Hicks who was lying danger- 
ously ill. 


WixuiaM G. Sreece. 
The SPEAKER. Mr. Steere, you have been 


| absent from the House without its leave. What 


excuse have you to offer? 


Mr. STEELE, of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 


| was present last evening until about one o’clock. 


1] ‘ecti f | I had been suffering some two hours prior to that, 
lave no recoilection OF || 


and as soon as the call was suspended I went 
home, not believing that there would be another 
call. I could not have remained longer. 

Mr. HOLMAN. | move that the gentleman be 
unconditionally excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 


TheSPEAKER. Thecall has been concluded. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I submit the following res- 
olution: 

Resolved, That Hon. E. B. Wasunvurne, in leaving the 
Hall without permission, pending a call of the House, at 
its session Tuesday evening, February 9, was guilty of 
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I do not understand 

that that is a question of privilege, or that going 

out of the House constitutes disorder. 

Mr. MORRILL, I suggest, as the gentleman 


| from Illinois is not present, that the resolution 


be withdrawn. 

The SPEAKER. The Chairis of the opinion 
thatitis a question of privilege, asa charge is made 
by one member against another for violating the 
rules of the House. 

Mr.GARFIELD. Inasmuch asthe gentleman 
from Illinois is not present, | move that the fur- 
ther consideration of the resolution be postponed 
until one o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. It must be submitted 
to the House whether it isa question of privilege. 

The SPEAKER. Inacase where the Chair 
doubts, he has the right to submitit; but here the 


| Chair holds this to bea question of privilege, asa 





charge is made by one member against another. 
The Chair expresses no opinion whether the fact 
is true or not, 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
lution be laid on the table. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I move that the House do 
now adjourn, 

Mr. J. C. ALLEN. 
comes of the resolution ? 

The SPEAKER. As the House has resolved 
that there shall be a morning hour every day 


except Menday, it will come up to-morrow after 
the morning hour. 


Mr. MORRILL. I think we had better have 


a vote upon this to-night, and not consume another 
day with this matter, 


Mr. ELDRIDGE, 
now adjourn, 

The metion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly (at twenty minutes 
past five o’clock, p. m.) adjourned, 


I move that the reso- 


If we adjourn what be- 


I move thatthe House doe 


IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, February 11, 1865. 


Prayer by Rev. B. H. Navan, D. D. 
On motion of Mr. FOOT, and by unanimous 





| consent, the reading of the Journal was dispensed 


with. 
COMMITTEE SERVICE. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore appointed Mr. 
Ramsey to supply the vacancy on the Committee 
to Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of 
the Senate occasioned by the absence of Mr. 
Harpine. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore \aid before the 
Senate a letter of the Secretary of State, trans- 
mitting,in obedience to law, a report on the com- 
mercial relations of the United States with foreign 
nations for the year ending September 30, 1864. 

Mr. MORGAN. It has heretofore been neces- 
sary to pass a resolution of the Senate in relation 
to the number of copies to be printed of this doc- 
ument, but by the fifth section of the act passed at 
the last session to facilitate and expedite the pub- 


| lic printing, the number to be printed is provided 


for. No motion to print is necessary, therefore. 
I move that the communication hie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore also laid before 
the Senate a letter of the Secretary of the Navy, 
communicating the report of the commission ap- 
pointed under the joint resolution of Congress, 
approved June 30, 1864, ‘‘ to select the most ap- 


| proved site fora navy-yard or naval station on 


the Mississippi river, or upon one of tts tribu- 
taries,’? and recommending an appropriation to 
cover the expenses of the commission; which was 
referred to the Committee on Nava! Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter of the 
Secretary of the Interior transmitting the estimates 
of the superintendent of the southern superintend- 
ency for feeding the refugee Indians for the first 
and second quarters of 1565, and for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1866, and recommending the ap- 


| propriation asked for; which was referred to the 


Committee on Indian Affuirs, and ordered to be 
printed. 


CREDENTIALS PRESENTED. 
Mr. CLARK presented the credentials of Hon, 


disorderly conduct, and deserves the ceusure of the House, || AAnon 11. Cragin, chosen by the Legislature of 
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the State of New Hampshire a Senator from that 
State for the term cor March 5 1865; 
which were read, and ordered to be filed. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
. RAMSEY presented the memorial of the 
‘he rislature of iia teeta in Seema an diialanal 


tion of the se 
branches in that St 
ipproved March 


int of lands to aid in the 
! 1 ines of railro id and 
nentioned inthe act of C 
3, 1857, and for an extension of the ume limited 
thereins Which was referred to the ¢ 

’ublic Lands, and ordered to be 

Ile als ) pre sernte d 
ture of Minn 
the sufferers from the Sioux Ind 
which wae ref rred to the C 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed, 

Le also present da petition of officers in the 
military service of the 


compl v- 


te 
ale, 


Ongressi 


/Ommiltec on 
print d, 
: + 


f ’ f 4} 
O»muLion ot tu 


1 
a rt Legis: 
in favor of additional relief to 


it 
8Ola, 
an wat 


oramittee on Indian 


an increase of compensation; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs and the Mi- 
jitia. 

Mr. WIL LEY resented the petition of J ing 
Clark, of Washin rton city, District of Colum- 
bia, praying compensation for a | » and lot 


seized and confiscated by the Government under 
the act of July 17, 1 whi was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. ii ARRIS P rresented ¢ 
of the city of New York, pra ying for the 
the ha uniform syst 
bankruptcy throughout the United States; which 
was oid red to lie on the table. 

Mr. HOWARD presented the memorial of J. 
W. Sheldon, claim agent in the city of Washing- 
ton, praying for the | payment of bount y to veter- 
ansand other recruits belonging to the thirteenth 
aud fourteenth Michigan batteries, promised them 
by recruiting officers; which to the 


SO2; eh 


ciuizens 


} us- 


etition of 


sure of bill to establis 


was referred 


Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented resolutions of 
the Legislature of Missouri, in favor of mustering 
out volunteers recruited under promise of dis- 


charge at the expiration of the term of service ot 
their respective regiments in accordance with such 
promise; which were referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

He also presented five petitions of citizens of 
Missouri, praying forthe establishmentof a daily 
mail route from Macon City, Missouri, to Keo- 
soqua, lowa; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. SUMNER. I present a memorial of the 
executive the board dele 
of the American Israelites, who represent 
they are & permane nt executive committee 
conference, representing about forty congrega- 
tions of Israelites in various parts of the United 


committee of of rates 


that 


of 


States, and have been appointed to watch over || 


all occurrences which may interest the Israclites 
in their social, religious, and political concerns. 
As such they come forward at this juncture, they 
say, to protest energetically against the amend- 
ments to the preamble of the Constitution of the 
United States prayed for in the memorial of the 
Presbytery of Cine a7 dated December 12, 
1864, and signed by A. Re ynolds, and twenty- 

one othe rs, and arainst anye he inges in the various 
articles of the Constitution to make them agree 

with the amendment suggested by a conference 
of ministers and laymen of various denominations 


f 1362; 


Jnited States, praying for 


em of 
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no 


SPSsSIonr, eel is now ive on the table, be 


ommitted to the Comm on Public Lands. 
The motion was agreed to. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEBRBS. 
Mr. SHERMAN. The Committee on te 
nance, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. No. 


676) making appropria oars - ir the naval service 
for the year ending June 30, 1866, have directed 
me to report it, with so. nts; and I give no- 
tice that l hope Lo get il up for action on Tu sday 
next, 


Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs and the Militia, to whom was referred 
the joint resolution (H. R. No. 139) of thanks to 
Major General George H.‘Piomas and the army 
under his command, reported it without amend- 
ment, 

Mr. POMEROY, from the Committee on 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of 
Gi e J. Stubblefield, praying payment for chew- 
ing tobacco dGelivere d by him to the United States 


at Atlanta, Georgia, and issued to the army un- 
der General Sherman, reported a joint resolution 


S. R. No. 109) authorizing the adjustment of the 
claim of George J. Stubblefield for chewing to- 
bacco furnished the United States; which was 


read, and passed to a second reading. 
Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
ee 


ice, Submitted a letter from the Secretary of 
» Interior to the chairman of the Committee on 
ee recommending a reorganization of the 


clerical force in the office of the 
Indian Affairs; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. CLARK, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred a memorial of William 
Pierce, of San Francisco, California, praying an 
issue to him of duplicate bonds in place of four 
Oregon war bonds lost by the burning of the 
steamer Golden Gate on the 27th day of July, 
1862, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill 
(S. No. 442) for the relief of William Pierce. 
‘The bill was read and passed toa second reading, 
and the re port was ordered to be printed, 


Mr. TRUMBULL. The Committee on the 


Commissioner of 


February 1 i, 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. BROWN asked, and by unanimous con- 


sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No, 
437) to continue in the service of the United States 
certain troops in the State of Missouri; which was 
read twice by its title, referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs and the Militia, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. TRUMBULL asked, and by unanimous 


| consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No, 





| the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, from the 


Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. | 
No. 748) providing for a bust of the late Chief | 


Justice T'aney,to be placed in the room of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, have instructed 
me to report it back without amendment, and with 


a recommendation that it pass; and as that is the | 
of the bill, { ask for its present con- | 


only object 

sideration, 
Mr. SUMNER. 

mn of the bill now. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


made, and it cannot be considered. 


eral 


Objection is 


CHANGE OF NAME, 
Mr. HALE. 


tee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
petition of Dorsey Edwin William Towson fora 
change of name, to report a bill forhisrelief. As 
it is averysimple proposition to change the name 
of an individual, and relates to nothing else, and 
there are numerous instances of this jurisdiction 
being exercised by Congress, | am instructed to 
ask that the bill be considered now. 

By unanimous consent the bill (S. N 


Yo. 439) to 


|| change the name of Dorsey Edwin William ‘Tow- 


held at Philade ‘Iphia on the 29th and 30th of No- | 


vember, 1864, and which, they say, no doubt, 
have been or will be prese ‘nted toC ongress at hin 
or the next session. ‘They set forth at length in 
their memorial their objecuions to any such con- 
stitutional amendment, and they invoke the ex- 
ample and spirit of our fathers at the adoption of 
the Constitution against all religious tests and dis- 
abilities. The memorial is signed by Isaac Leeser, 
the first vice president and acting president, Henry 
Josephi, chairman of the executive committee, 
and Myer 8. Isaacs, secretary; and it bears the 


seal of the board of delegates of the American | 


Israelites. As this relates to a proposed amend- 

ment of the Constitution, I move that the memo- 

rial be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
The motion was agreed to. 


BILL RECOMMITTED. 
Mr. RAMSEY. I move that the bill (S. No 


373) to aid in the construction of a te legraphic | 
line from St. Cloud, in Minnesota, to the British 


\ 


son to thatof Dorsey Edwin William Carter, was | 


| read three times, and passed. 


Hs 
| 


Mr. HALE, 
for the purpose of showing jurisdiction on the 
face of the bill, the individual should be described 


in the title as of Georgetown, in the District of | 
| Columbia. 


I therefore move to amend the title 
by inserting after the word * Towson’’ the words 
‘© of Georgetown, in the District of Columbia.’”’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amend- 
ment will be made, if there be no objection. The 
Chair hears none, 


TREATMENT OF COLORED REFUGEES, 
Mr. DOOLITTLE submitted the 


resolution; 
consent, and agreed to: 


following 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to fur- | 
nish, for the informaton “ the Senate, 


the report of Hon. 

Thomas Hood and Hon. 8. W. Bostw ie kK, special commis- 

sioners appointed to inve ane and report upon the con- 
dition and treatment of-colored refugees in Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and Alabama, lately made to the War Depart- 
ment. 


I must object to the consid- 


I am instructed by the Commit- | 


It has been suggested to me that | 


which was considered by unanimous | 





| 
| 
| 





|} uon (S. R. 


438) relative to the railroad bridge across the 
Mississippi river, from Rock Island, in the State 
of Illinois, to Davenport, in the State of lowa, and 
to establish and declare the same a post route; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. STEWART asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S, 

441)) to define the jurisdiction of the dis- 
trict and circuit courts of the United States for 
the districts of California, Oregon, and Nevada; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. HOWE asked,and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 441) to 
enlarge the canals and improve the navigation of 
Missis- 
sippi river to Lake Michigan, for military and 
naval purposes; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
andthe Militia. 2 

Mr. MORRILL asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a jomt resolu- 
No. 110) creating a Committee on 
Damages; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 


MEETINGS OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. FOOT. I offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the compilation of the provisions of the 
Constitution and laws of the United States for fixing the 
time for the meeting or sessions of Congress and of the 
extra sessions of the Senate, and the practice under the 
same, from the 4th of Mareh, 1759, to the present time, 
prepared by the Chief Clerk of the Senate, be printed. 

This resolution, under the rule, will go to the 
Committee on Printing. 4 will remark, in a word, 
that this compilation of the provisions of the Con- 
stitution and the laws and practice of the Govern- 
ment upon that subject, from the beginning of 
the Government to the present time, has been per- 
formed by the Chief Clerk of the Senate at the re- 
quest of one or two me embers of this body, to 
which he responded with promptness; and that 
request was made on account of his well-known 


| and acknowledged long experience and intimate 


acquaintance and familiarity with the laws, prac- 
tice, and precedents of the Government on that 
question. 

The resolution was referred to the Committee 
on Printing. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA BUSINESS. 
Mr. DIXON. The Senate assigned this day 


after the morning hour for the consideration of 
the business of the District of Columbia. As 
there isan important appropriation bill before the 
Senate, which it is understood we are to take up 
at one o’clock, | propose that the Senate devote 
the morning hour to District business. 

Mr. SUMNER, I hope not; there is some 
other business we want to do this morning. 

Mr. DIXON. In order to test the sense of the 
Senate on that subject, | move to postpone all 
prior orders and take up Senate bill No. 393. 

The motion was agreed to. 

TAXES IN GEORGETOWN. 


The Senate accordingly, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded tocousider the bill (S. No. 393) 
to authorize the corporation of Georgetown to 
levy certain taxes, Itproposestoempower ~ cor- 
poration of Georgetown to levy and collect, in the 
same manner in which other taxesare levied and 
collected in that town, an annual tax not to ex- 
ceed, in any year, fifieen hundredths of one per 
cent. of the assessed value of the taxable property 
in the town, to be applied to the payment of the 
interest and the extinction of the principal of the 
debt recently eontracted by the corporation in fill- 
ing its quota under the several drafis for troops 
made during the present war. The corporation 
is also further authorized and empowered to levy 
and collect, in the same manner, a sum sufficient 
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1865. 


to pay the town’s proportion of the direct tax im- 
post d on the District of Columbia by the act of 


Congress, approved August 5, 1861, and the cost | 


and expenses of collecting the same. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


COLUMBIA INSTITUTION. 


On motion of Mr. DIXON, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill (S. No. 421) to amend an act entitled 
**An act to incorporate the Columbia Institu- 
tion for the instruction of the deaf and dumb 
and the blind,” approved February 16,1857. It 
proposes to repeal so much of the act of February 
16, 1857, as requires the teaching of the blind in 
thatinstitution, and the corporate name and style 
thereof is hereafter to be **the Columbia Insti- 
tution for the instruction of the Deafand Dumb.”’ 





The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to | 


cause all indigent blind children who are now, or 


mighthereafter become entitled, under the law as | 


2X ISts y IMs “tio t e institution, to | ' : 
it now exists, to instruction in the | || Finance hasan appropriation bill which he wants 


be instructed in some institution for the education 
of the blind in Maryland or some other State, at 
a cost notgreater for each pupil than is, or may 
be, for the time being, paid by such State, and to 
cause the same to be paid outof the Treasury of 
the United States. This actis to take effect from 
and after the 30th of June, 1865. 

Mr. DIXON. In the third line of the second 
section | propose tostrike out the word * might”’ 
and to insert the word ** may.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended; | 


and the amendment was concurred in. The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
read the third time, and passed. 

FREEDMEN’S BUREAU. 

Mr. SUMNER. I now ask the Senate to be 
good enough to take up the report of the confer- 
ence committee made yesterday, relative to the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the bill 
(H.R. No. 51) to establish a Bureau of Freed- 
men’s Affairs. 

Mr. DIXON. I will suggest to the Senator 
from Massachusetts that as we are now upon the 
business of the District of Columbia, we had better 


proceed with it. 1 do not think it will take more 
than ten minutes. 


Mr.SUMNER. After this reportisacted upon, | 


those bills can be taken up. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I wish to raise a point 
of order. By an inspection of that report, it ap- 
pears that the committee of conference, instead 
of considering the points in dispute between the 
two Houses, have reported an entirely new bill. 
I raise the point of order against the reception of 
the report, if it is not too late. Only a session 
or two ago when a committee of conference of 
this body, at the head of which was the Senator 
from Connecticut, [Mr. Foster,] attempted, or 
did, in fact, incorporate something in their report 
which was not the subject of disagreement be- 
tween the two Houses, the Senate by a decisive 
vote rejected the report because the committee 
had not the power to consider anything except 
what had been in dispute or controversy between 
the two Houses. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will 
suggest to the Senator from Delaware, that if he 
raises a point of order it must be decided with- 
out debate. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. 
point. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. And the Chair 
is of opinion that the objection comes to late, 
the report having been entertained by the Senate; 
but the whole question will be before the Senate 
on the consideration of the report. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President 
_ Mr. SUMNER. The question is only on tak- 
ing itup now, 

Mr. DAVIS. I object to the report being 
taken up. 

_ The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts to take up the report for consideration. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. On that question | call 
for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas aud nays were ordered. 


Mr. SAULSBURY. All L wish to say is sim- 


I was only stating the 








| a reason why it should not be taken up, 


ply this: there has been no printed copy of Chat 
report laid upon the tables of Senators. tis true 
that | this morning got hold of the report and 
glanced over 1; but I have seen no copy of it 
upon the tables of Senators; and | assign this as 
It can- 
not be passed to-day, | presume. 


Mr. SUMNER. . The Senator is entirely mis- 


| taken. The printed copy was on his table a week 


ago. It was on the table of every Senatora week 


ago. 


Mr. SAULSBURY. [am not aware that the 
Senator from Massachusetts inspects my table to 
see What ison it. IT have never seen it if it has 
been there. If he knows the fact, itis more than 
I do. 

Mr. HALE. I wishto make an inquiry. This 
day was assigned for the consideration of bills 
relating to the District of Columbia, and there 
are several such bills that are notacted upon. | 
understand that the chairman of the Committee 
on the District of Columbia, in consideration of 
the fact that the chairman of the Committee on 


to press to-day, consented to waive that assign- 


i} mentif he might have the morning hour for the 


purpose of passing his bills; and I desire to know 
whether, if this report be taken up, those bills will 
be postponed, contrary to the assigumeut of the 
Senate. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 


| will remark that it is in the power of the Senate 





to make the order of its business. 


Mr. SUMNER. The Senator from Connecti- 


| cut has got through with his bills. 


Mr. HALE. No, he has not. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I can say to the Senator 
from New Hampshire that the special order will 
be displaced necessarily by the unfinished busi- 
ness. ‘That is the ordinary order of business; and 
Lam very anxious to have the legislative appro- 

riation bill passed to-day. 

Mr. MORRILL. I should like to ask the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts whether he contemplates 
the consideration of the report at the present time, 
or whether his object is to assign a time for its 
consideration. 

Mr. SUMNER. I supposed that the Senate 
would be ready to actuponit. Lwas notaware that 
it would be debated. It has been debated in both 


Houses until | thought each House was tired of 


it. ‘There is but one single point in this bill that 
is new, which can be stated none minute, so that 
the Senate can be in complete possession of the 
whole question, [| assume that Senators wish to 
expedite public business, especially when it con- 
cerns an important measure, 

Mr. MORRILL. ‘lhe Senator is advised al- 
ready that this bill will not pass without debate, 
The Senator from Delaware intimates that he 
shall debate it through the day. Orhers wall de- 
bate it also. The Senator from Massachusetts 
knows very well that this day was set down for 
the business of the Disurict of Columbia, upon 
which we are nowengaged; and | submit whether 
it is proper to antagonize this bill under these cir- 
cumstances with that business. 

Mr.SUMNER. If it is more agreeable to the 
Senate, | will have it made the special order for 
half past twelve o’clock on Monday. 

Mr. MORRILL. I believe there is already an 
assignment for Monday. 

Mr. SUMNER, Notin the morning hour. 

Mr. CONNESS. Do not put itin the morning 
hour. } 

Mr. SUMNER. 
it indefinitely. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on taking up the report, upon which the yeas 
and nays have been ordered. 

Mr. MORRILL. I suggest to the Senator 
from Massachusetis to assign it for Monday. 

Mr. SUMNER. In compliance with the Sen- 
ator’s suggestion, | will have it taken up and made 
the special order tor Monday rie tat one o’clock 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 25, nays 11; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Chandier, Clark, Cotlamer, Con- 
ness, Dixon, Farwell, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Harris, How 
ard, Howe, Morgan, Morrill, Nye, Pomeroy, Rameey, Sher- 
man, Stewart, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, and 
W il-on—25. 

NAYS—Mrssrs. Cowan, Davis, Henderson, Hendricks, 


Johnson, Laue ot Indiana, Nesmith, Powcll, Riddie, Sauls- 
bury, and Willey—11, 


Then the Senator postpones 
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ABS ENT—Messre. Anthony, Buckalew, Carlile, Doo 
little, Hate, Hoarding, Hartan, Hieks, Laue of Kansas, Me 
Dougall, Richardson, Sprague, Van Winkle, Wilkinson, 
and Wright—15. 


So the motion to take up the report was agreed 
to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
is now before the Senate, 

Mr. SUMNER. Now,in deference to the sen- 
timents of Senators, contra: Vito my own convic- 


The report 


| tions of duty, | may say, | shall move that it be 


postponed to Monday next, and made the spe- 
cial order for that day at half past twelve o’clock. 


Mr.CHANDLER, Oh ,no; Lhave gota spe- 


cial order for Monday. 


Mr. SUMNER. ‘That isat one o'clock. 
The motion was agreed to, there being, ona 
division, ayes Lwenly-seven, noes not counted, 


OPENING OF SIXTH STREET WEST. 


Mr. DIXON. I now move to take up House 


| bill No. 364. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 


in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
| the bill ( H.R. No. 364) authorizing and requiring 


the opening of Sixth street west. It requires the 
corporate authorities of the city of Washington 
to open Sixth street west, from the canal to Maine 
avenue, under the direction of the Commissioner 
of Publie Buildings, in accordance with the plan 
approved in May, 1822, by James Monroe, then 
President of the United States. 

‘The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 

Mr. GRIMES. I move to amend the bill by 
adding the following proviso: 

Provided, however, That Sixth street, Whrough the public 
ground known as the Armory square, shall not be opened 
uutil after the removal of the Armory. hospital from such 
public ground, or util the consent of the Seeretary of War 
wnd Surgeon General of the United States Army shall be 
first hud and obtained. 

Mr. DIXON. There is no objection, I believe, 
to that amendment, 

Mr. JOHNSON. I want toknow of the hon- 
orable member from lowa whether he requires 
the assent of the Surgeon General as well as the 
Secretary@f War? 

Mr.GRIMES. 
ment, 


Mr. JOHNSON. 


I did insert that in the amend- 


It seems to me rather sin- 


| gular, 


Mr. GRIMES. I will state, in one word, why 
I have offered the amendment, Ll have bad no 
consultation with the Surgeon General on the sub- 
jectof opening Sixth street since last summer. 
This bill was then before the Commuttee on the 
Districtof Columbia, of which | was at that time 
amember; and he objected, and wrote me a let- 
ter In Oppasttion to thre passage of the bill because 
it would interfere with the hospital there, Twente 
myself and examined the grounds, and I was sat- 
ished that there would not be a compensating ad- 
vantage to the Governmentor to the cily in open. 
ing the streetat Uns time, My object is simply 
to save the hosnital there, 

Mr. JOHNSON, The Senator misunderstaunds 
me. Ido notthink itshould be authorized wiathe 
outthe consent of the Secretary of War; butwhy 
should not bis consent be sufficient? | cannot 
imagine why you should also require the assent 
of the Surgeon General. 

Mr. MORRILL. It should be properly the 
Surgeon General alone. 

Mr. GRIMES. tam willing to strike out“ the 
Secretary ot War,’”’ aud leave the proviso BO AS 
simply to require the assent of the Surgeon Gen- 
eral. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
ator so modify bis amendment ? 

Mr. GRIMES. § Yes, sir; | will modify it by 
striking out the words ** Secretary of W w and,”? 

The PRESIDENT protempore. It wil 
modified. 


‘The amendment, as modified, was agreed to, 


Does the Sen- 


be sO 


The amendment was ordered to be engrossed, 
andthe bill to be read a third oe. Lt was read 
the third time, and passed. 


EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS. 
Mr. WADE. consent of the Senate 


to make a slhiert report from the committee on the 
conduct of the war It is the testimony of L ‘Ue 
tenant General Grant on the subject of an ex- 
change of prisone rs. I Lelieveat wall save many 


I ask the 


\} inquiries on that subject. 
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The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report paid in, to be held by said officer to secure and indemnify 


will be received by unanimous consent. The Chair 
heara no o! jection. 
Mr. WADE. I move that it be printed. 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. WADE. Aa it is very short, being the 
testimony of General Grant on the subject, f will 
aok that it be read. 

Mr. ANTHONY. What is the date of it? 

Mr. WADE. It is testimony that we have 
taken this morning. 

‘The Secretary read, as follows: 


* Question. Itis stated, upon what authority T do not 
know, that you are charged entirely with the exchange o1 
prisoners. 

* Answer. That is correct; and whatis more, I have ef- 
fected an arrangement for the exchange of prisoners, man 
for man, and otficer tor officer, or his equivalent, according 
te the old cartels, until one or the other party has exhausted 
the numberthey now hold. I get a great many letters daily 
from friends Of prisoners in the South, every one of which 
I cause to be answered, telling them that this arrangement 
has been made, and that I suppose exchanges can be made 
at the rate of about three thousand a weck, and just as fast 
as they can deliver prisoners to us | will receive them and 
deliver their prisoners to them, And the Salisbury prison 
ers will be coming righton. [ myself saw Colonel Hatch, 
the assistant commissioner of exchange on the part of the 
South, and he told me that the Saffsbury and Danville pris 
oners would be coming on atonce. He said that he could 
bring them on at the rate of five or six thousand a week, 

* Question. There is now no impediment in the way? 

* Answer. There is no impediment on our side. Leould 
deliver and receive every one of them in a very short time 
if they will deliver those they bold. We have lost some 
two weeks litely on aeconnt of the ice in the river.’’ 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
will be printed. 





The report 


METROPOLITAN INSURANCE COMPANY. 
Mr. DIXON. 
bili No. 167. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill (S. No. 167) to incorporate an in- 


I now move to take up Senate 


surance company in the city of Washington. It | 


rroposes to declare William L. Hodge, Samuel 
Suche. Augustus E. Perry, Edward Hall, George 
W. Utermehle, William H. Morrison, Peter F. 
Bacon, William R. Riley, Jenjamin Beall, A.C. 
Richards, Henry A. Scheets, and Join H. Mc- 
Cutchen, and their associates and successors, a 
body poliue and corporate by the name and style 
of the Metropolitan Lnsurance Company. 

The Committee on the District of Columbia 
reported the bill with various amendments. The 
first amendment of the committee was in section 
two, line seven, after the word ‘ for,”’ 
the words and within ninety days the further 
sum of fifteen dollars on each share subscribed 
for;’’ in line nine to insert the words ‘* payment 
of the’’ before the word ‘* remainder;”’ and in line 


fourteen to strike out the word ** three’’and insert | 


**one;”’ so that the section will read: 


Sec. 2. nd be it further. enacted, That the persons 


named in the foregoing section, or a majority of them, are 
hereby authorized to open a subscription in the city of 
Washington for raising a capital stock of $500,000 in shares 
of fifty dollars each ; aud that each person, on subseribing, 
shall pay to the persons above mentioned ten dollars on 
each share subseribed for, and within ninety days the fur- 


ther suin of fifteen dollars on each share subscribed for; | 


and that the payment of the remainder of the said fifly dol- 
Jars shall be secured by negotiable notes, sigued and in- 
dorsed to the satisfaction of said persons, or a majority of 
them ; and paymentthereoft may be demanded at such times 
and in such proportions as the president and directors here- 
after mentioned shall judge advisable, giving one week’s 
notice in two papers printed in the District of Columbia. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the committee was 
in section four, line one, to strike out the word 
** one’’ and insert ‘* two;’’ so that it will read: 


That as soon as two thousand shares shall be subscribed 
the persons hereby authorized to receive subscriptions | 
shall call a mecting of the subscribers, giving one week’s | 


notice in two of the papers printed within the District, &c. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment of the committee was in 


section five, line one, after the word * that’’ to 
strike out the following words: 


The members of the company shall not be liable forany 


loss, damage, or responsibility arising from any contract of | 


insurance, other than the property they have in the capital 
or funds of the company to the amount of the shares re- 
spectively held by them and any profits arising therefrom 
not divided: Provided, 

So that the section will read: 


That the said corporation shall deposit with the Register 
of thé ‘Treasury of the United States, or other officer to be 
designated by him, bonds or other securities of the United 
States, in amount equal to one fuurth of the capital stock 


to insert | 





| 





| 


| of Mercy, and to be appointed accordin 


parties who shall insure with said company. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was to 
insert, at the end of the sixth section, the follow- 
ing proviso: 

Provided, That no Joan shall be made to the stockhold- 
ers of said company, or any ot them. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DIXON. I move to strike out the first 
name on the list of corporators, that of Mr. Wil- 
liam L. Hodge, at his request. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill wasreported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments were concurred in. The 
bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing, read the third time, and passed. 


NATIONAL UNION INSURANCE COMPANY. 
On motion of Mr. DIXON, the bill (H.R.No. 


517) to incorporate the National Union Insurance 
Company of Washington, was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to empower James Harper, Thomas 
Patton, C. H. Moody, John W. Magill, John M. 
teiily, B. PF. Guy, Valentine Blanchard, Thomas 
J. Fisher, Hudson Taylor, Augustus F. Perry, 
D. Walker, James Montgomery, Joseph J. May, 
or any five of them, to receive subscriptions to 
the capital stock of a company to be denominated 
the National Union Insurance Company of 
Washington, who shall open a book for that pur- 
pose in the city of Washington, at the time and 
place to be by them designated, of which they 
shall give ten days’ notice in two or more of the 
daily papers of the city, and shall keep it open 
until twenty thousand shares of fifty dollars a 
share each shall have been subscribed, The usual 
pewers of a corporation are granted. The com- 
pany is to make insurance against losses by fire 
onany house, building, tenement, manufactories, 
mills, or other buildings; on goods, wares, chat- 
tels, and effects of all kinds therein, or otherwise; 
upon grain, produce, and implements, and upon 
vessels building on the stocks, in port or at moor- 
ings; and, generally, upon all and every sort and 
description of property, of whatever kind soever, 
on land or water, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


SISTERS OF MERCY. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The hour has 


| arrived for the consideration of the unfinished 


business of yesterday. 

Mr. HALE. The bills for the District of Co- 
lumbia are ail through except one, and we do not 
want another day for that. I therefore ask the 
consent of the Senator from Ohio to allow me to 
move to take up Senate bill No. 368. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let it be done by unani- 
mous consent, so as not to displace the regular 
order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That course 
will be taken, and the bill (S. No. 368) to incor- 
porate the Association of the Sisters of Mercy in 


| the city of Washington in the District of Colum- 
| bia will be regarded as before the Senate as in 


Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. HALE. I suggest that the bill need not 


| be read, as the amendment of the committee is a 


substitute for the bill. 

The Secretary read the amendment reported 
by the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
which was to strike out all after the enacting 
clause of the bill and insert the following: 


That Isabel Atkinson, Elizabeth Medcalf, Teresa Byrne, 
Ellen Mathews, Mary Duily, Teresa Moran, and Ellen 
Wynne, and their successors, hereafter to become Sisters 
to the rules and 
regulations that have been or may hereafter be established 
by their association, be, and they are hereby, made, de- 
clared, and constituted, a corporation or body-politic, in 
law and in fact, to have continuance forever, by the name 
style, and title of the “ Sisters of Mercy in the District of 
Columbia.” 

Sec. 2. and be it further enacted, That all and singular 
the lands, houses, tenements, rents, legacies, annnities, 
rights, property, privileges, goods, and chattels, heretofore 
given, granted, devised, or bequeathed to the said Sisters 
of Mercy, in the District of Columbia, or to any individual 
of the said corporation, or to any person or persons for the 
use of said corporation, or that have been purchased for 
or on account of the same, be, and they are hereby, vested 
in, and confirmed to, the said corporation ; and that the 
said corporation may purchase, take, receive, bold, and 
apply to the uses and purposes of the same, according to 


| 
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the rules, regulations, and by-laws that they may establish 
from time to time, for the management of the concerns of 
the said society or corporation, any lands, tenements, rents 
legacies, annuities, rights, property, and privileges, or any 
goods, chattels, or other effects of what kind or nature so- 
ever, Which shall or may have been or may hereaiter be 
given, granted, sold, bequeathed, or devised unto the said 
association or corporation, by any person or persons, bodies 
politic or corporate, capable of making such grant, sale, or 
bequest, and that the said association or corporation of 
the Sisters of Mercy, in the District of Colummma, may dis- 
pose of and convey the same as they may deem proper: 
Provided, That the said association or corporation shal! 
not, at any one time, hold, use, possess, and enjoy, within 
the District of Columbia, either by legal seizure, or trust, 
for its use and benefit, more than three iundred and tw enty 
acres of land, nor shall the said association or corporation 
hold, in its own right, or by any other person in trust, or 
for its benefit, real estate the annual net income of Which, 
after discharging all its expeuses, debts, and liabilities, 
shall exceed the sum of 350,000. 

Sec. 3. 4nd be it further enacted, That the said corpora 
tion, by the name of the Sisters of Merey. in the District of 
Columbia, be, and shall be hereafter, capable in law and 
in equity to sue and be sued, within the District of Colum- 
bia and elsewhere, in as effectual a manner as other per- 
sons or corporations can sue or be sued, and that the said 
corporation, or @ majority of the persons composing the 
same, shall adoptand use a common seal, and the same te 
use, alter, or change at pleasure, and from time to time 
make such by-laws, not inconsistent with the Constitution 
of the United States or any law of Congress, as they may 
deem expedient and proper for carrying into effect the ob- 
jects of the said association or corporation, including the 
care, control, and education of children; the care, protec- 
tion, instruction, and employment of destitute females; the 
eare, nursing, and alleviation of the sufferings of sick or 
wounded persons, and such other objects of literature and 
charity as may be determined upon by their by-laws, as 
aforesaid, and which their means and net income may en- 
able them to effect and support. 

Sec. 4. And he it further enacted, That if, at any time 
hereatter, any of the persons hereinbefore named, or any 
of their successors, as Sisters of Mercy, in the Distriet of 
Columbia, shall cease to beloug to the said association or 
corporation, according to the said by-laws, such persons 
shall thereafter have no part or control in the proceedings 
of the said association or corporation under or in pursuance 
of the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the said asso- 
ciation or corporation shall have power to appoint such 
officers, agents, and persons as may be necessary, and to 
construct or purchase such buildings or to create such es- 
tablishinents as may be required to effect and carry out the 
humane and charitable objects of its institution, in accord- 
ance with its by-laws and regulations, as aloresaid, under 
this act. 

Sec. 6. nd be it further enacted, That the schools and 
all other institutions of instruction, education, or employ- 
ment, established by the Sisters of Mercy in the District of 
Columbia, shall at all times be subject to the visitation and 
inspection of the justices of the supreme court of the Dis- 
trictof Columbia, or any one of them, or the Committees 
on the District of Columbia in either House of Congress, or 
any other committee of Congress that either Heuse may ap- 
point, and the books, records, and proceeding-~ of said Sis- 
ters of Mercy shall at all times be subject to the examina- 
tion and inspection of said justices or any such committee. 

Sec. 7. dnd he it further enacted, ‘Tivat this act may, at 
any time hereafter, be amended, altered, or repealed, in 
whole or in part, according to the pleasure of Congress. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I would ask the honorable 
member who has the bill in charge if any such 
provision as is contained in the sixth section is to 
be found in any other act of incorporation in this 
District? 

Mr. GRIMES. What isin the sixth section? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Let the sixth section be read 
again. 

The Secretary read the sixth section of the 
amendment. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Unlessthathas been done in 
other cases, | would suggest to the honorable mem- 
berand tothe Senate that it would be rather invid- 
ious to make‘a provision of that sort now for the 
first time. If there are any classes of people who 
are engaged in acts of merey,and whose conduct 
is worthy of man’s honor, and who would seem 
to be entitled especially to the mercy of Heaven 
hereafter, it is the very persons whom you are 
about to incorporate. They are ladies who de- 
vote their time exclusively to the charitable object 
of educating the poor and the helpless, and of 
nourishing and nursing and consoling the sick 
and the wounded; and you are about now to throw 
open their institution by this provision to any 
committee that Congress may suggest, or to the 
District judges. I see no necessity for it, for if 
there shall be any abuse we shall be sure to know 
it, and under the authority to modify or repeal 
the charter any abuse can be prevented in the fu- 
ture. Ido not know how it may be received by 
these ladies, but it seems to me if it never has 
been done before it would be considered by them 
asexceedingly invidious; and as I do not think itis 
at all necessary to accomplish any public good, I 
should hope that such a provision would not be 
incorporated in this bill. There is no class of 
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the community who have been of more service to | sort, worthy as I think its object to be, without 


us during this war than the very people whom 
you are now about to subject to this particular 
examination. ‘They have traveled everywhere, 
risked life, put themselves to every sort of incon- 
venience and trouble, subjected themselves to al- 
most every variety of peril, and they have never 
charged anything or got anything except the re- 
ward consequent upon the performance of acts of 
that description; end I think it would be rather 
unkind that you should subject them to a super- 
vision to which you have not subjected and do 
not propose to subject any other institution of 
learning or any other institution which you have 
heretofore incorporated. 

Mr. HALE. It will be within the recollection 
of most of the Senators who now hear me that 
although members of Congress are made by law 
visitors of all institutions in the District of Co- 
lumbia, within four years the marshal of this Dis- 
trict issued an order forbidding Senators to visit 
the jail in this District, and the chairman of the 
Committee othe District of Columbia, in one 
of his official visits to the jail, was refused admis- 
sion under that order. Inasmuch as we are the 
official and legal visitors, it occurred to the com- 
mittee that « would be well to put this clause in. 
] am sure that the Senator from Maryland does 
not appreciate more highly than I do the merits 
and virtues and self sacrificing devotion of these 
Sisters of Mercy and Sisters of Charity to the 
sick and wounded of the Army. But this is a 
corporation which 1s created with powers that 
may make ita pretty extensive concern. They 
are authorized by the bill to hold real estate to the 
amount of three hundred and twenty acres of 
land, and to have an annual income of $50,000. 
It is perfectly clear that there ought to be some 
power of visitation somewhere, and the commit- 
tee thought that it might well enough be vested 
in the supreme court of this District and in the 
committees of each House, that it would not be 
liable to abuse; that there 1s no disposition to in- 
fringe on any of their privileges or rights, and 
that the public safety requires that some such pro- 
vision as this should be made either by a general 
or special law. IL have no feeling on it. ‘These 
are the motives that governed the committee, and 
if the Senate see fit to strike out the section [ am 
content; but I think it is well enough as it is. 

_ Mr. MORRILL. ‘This is the ordinary provis- 
jon for visitation to an institution which is in 
every essential sense secret in its character. The 
bill contemplates committing children of tender 
age, infants so to speak, under the years of dis- 
cretion, to the care and custody of these females, 
and they have the absolute control over the per- 
sons and over the education of these children. 
This section is the exercise of the ordinary power 
of Government to reserve to itself the right of 
visitation, {donot think there is a charitable in- 
stituuion in this country 

Mr. HALE. Outside of the District of Colum- 
bia. 

Mr. MORRILL. Not one outside of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia that undertakes to assertaright 
to absolute control over the persons of tender 
years, without the right of visitation on the part 
of the Government; and with the highest regard 
for the motives and purposes of these females, 
and with a disposition to deal with them liberally 
in every way, | would never consent to grant to 
any set of persons, male or female, the absolute 
control of such children as they may take into 
this institution by the authority we grant, and 
shut them up from the world with no right in the 
Government to visit that institution and to inquire 
after the welfare of those children. It is there- 
fore precisely this case: we authorize these per- 
sons to take into this institution such children as 
they can induce, from various considerations, to 
enter the instituuion; we give them absolute con- 
trol over the person and over the education of those 
children; that is all right; Ido not object to it, and I 
think every presumption, from the character of 
these females, is on their side, that this authority 
will not be improperly used; but it seems to me 
to be the grant of an authority so absolute, that [ 
doubt if the Government have a right, so to speak, 
to part with the power tosupervise the conduct of 
others that is implied in this section. I am‘so 
very decided upon a question of this kind that I 
do not think my consent could be obtained on any 
consideration whatever to an institution of this 





| a provision in it for the visitauon by the proper 


|| officers, whose dutyit should be atall times to be 
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| vigilant in inquiry after the children whoare them- 
selves absolutely committed to the care and dis- 
cretion of these persons, 

Mr. JOHNSON. Therightof visitation which 
every Government possesses Over institutions of 
this description is one thing; whether it should 
be exercised in the way proposed in this section 
is quitea different thing. ‘This section is notonly 
a reservation of a right in Congress at any time 
to visit the institution, but it reserves the right to 


to the committees of the District of Columbia in 
either House, orany other committee of Congress, 
and the booksand records of proceedings of these 
Sisters of Mercy are at all times to be subject * to 
the examination and inspection of such justices or 
of any such committee.”’? I can readily imagine 
that from time to time, from week to week, some 
one will go up to the justices of the supreme court 
here and suggest that something is going wrong, 
and then there isto be a full inspection of the 
whole establishment! 

Congress by reserving to itself the rizht to 
repeal the charter can guard against any mis- 
chief; or if Congress think proper to preserve 
the right on visitation over it, they can do so 
without subjecting this institution to a daily in- 
spection and to all the annoyance certain to be 
the result of a daily inspection. ‘These Sisters 
are not nuns; they are not exciaded from the 


world, as I understand, but have devoted them- 
selves exclusively to these charitable objects. 
Now, why is it (provided I am right in saying 


found its way into such a bill) that you select 
these people for this provision? Is it because of 
their particular religion? Lamsure itisnot so. It 
is not because they are Roman Catholics, nor be- 
cause they think it their duty to appropriate their 
lives to these purposes. ‘Then itis simply froman 


some of the children who may get under their 
charge. There are plenty of people who will know 
that that wrong will be done; and the children are 
not placed entirely by this charter under the con- 
trol of these corporators; the courts are all open. 
These children will have just as sure a protection 
through the courts as any one who goes to any 
boarding-school is sure of being protected against 


ing to the courts. But | repeat, it seems to me 
rather to be an invidious matter as against these 
people, whose lives are devoted to these very char- 
itable objects, and who are now, I believe, in 
charge of feur or five of our hospitals, to insert a 
provision nowhere else to be found. I move to 
strike out the section, 

Mr. MORRILL. I submit that there is little 
occasion for the criticism which my honorable 
friend makes on the remarks that | have made. 
There is no suspicion, | understand, growing out 
of the peculiar religion of these people; it did not 
oceur to me that that question could possibly arise; 
but it is the principle of allowing anybody any- 
where to have the absolute control over persons 
without the right of visitation. ‘Thatis the prin- 
ciple. This bill authorizes these people to take 
control of children, and during their minority to 
maintain an absolute control over the persons and 
over the education of those children, nobody on 
earth having the right to interfere or the right to 
inquire. Now, I put the question to my honora- 
ble friend whether it is to be regarded as invidious 
when it is known thatthe general principle every- 
where is the right of visitation? The right of 
visitation is a principle which almostevery where 
obtains in all Governments. Then, sir, why an 
exception in this case? Why isit supposed that 
these persons who ask for this particular privi- 
lege should be exempt from this general principle? 
I submit that the inference is not at all favorable 
to the purposes of this institution. | have gone 
upon the ground that it is all very laudable, all 
very charitable, all very well. I wish to main- 
tain good faith toward these parties, but I insist 
upon it that the general principle which pervades 
all legislation and which all Governments hold as 
to the right and the duty of the Government, 


any misconduct on the part of the teacher by go- | 
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tainly oppose its passage if this section Is stricken 


‘ 


Or 


out of it. 
Mr. POMEROY. It occurs to me that this 
feature of the bill is unobjectionable, and | have 


|| never known any provision of this kind to be 


visit it to the judges of the superior court here in | 
the District of Columbia, or any one of them, and | 


world by their religious vows; they mix with the 


this is the first time a provision of this sort has | 


apprehension that some wrong may be done to | 


| resisted. 


Mr. JOHNSON. 
other bill. 

Mr. POMEROY. Ido notknow that I have ever 
seen it specifically in any bill; but when an in- 
stitution of this kind refuses to allow by legisla- 
tion the judges of the courts and the committees 
of Congress to visit it, it creates the impression 
of a desire to secrete the institution from the pub- 
lic observation. I certainly would not vote to 
strike outa provision of this kind after ithas once 
been reported, because it looks as if there was 
some design in striking it out, which [trust there 
is not. I hope nobody ts afraid to organize an 
institution of this kind and have it inspected by 
members of Congress and judges of the courts, 
I certainly shall not give my vote for the thing if 
it is to have any secresy about it. 

Mr. CONNESS., It seems to me thatthe crit- 
icism of the honorable Senator from Maryland is 
hardly fair or well-founded. It can hardly be as- 
sumed that the judges of the supreme court of the 
District of Columbia would needlessly and wan- 
tonly go to these institutions every day at the 
instance of irresponsible parties. I really cannot 
see anything objectionable in the section, and | 


It has never been in any 





| Mr. GRIMES. 


| tion by adding the word ** exclusively.” 


shall vote to keep it in. 

The amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected. 

The amendment of the committee was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in. The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
and was read the third time, and passed. Its 
title was amended to read, ‘*A bill to incorporate 
the Sisters of Mercy in the District of Columbia.”’ 


EVENING EXECUTIVE SESSIONS. 
Mr. WILSON. 


tion: 


Resolved, That the Senate meet on the evenings of Tues- 
day and Wednesday of next week for the consideration of 
executive business. 


1 offer the following resolu- 


I move to amend the resolu- 


Mr. WILSON. Laccept that amendment. I 
will simply say that we have before us fourteen 
or fifteen hundred nominations, and it is very im- 
| portant to act on some of them. 

Mr. GRIMES. The resolution does not fix the 
| hour. 

Mr. WILSON. 
o’clock. 

Several Senators. Say half past seven. 

Mr. WILSON. Well, say half past seven. 
| The resolution, as modified, was agreed to, as 
follows: 

Resolved, Thatthe Senate meet on the evenings of Tues- 
| day and Weduesday of next week, at half past seven 
| o'clock, for the consideration of executive business exciu- 
| sively. 
| LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


| The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
| sumed the consideration of the bill (11. R. No. 
649) making appropriations for the legislative, 
executive, and judicial expenses of the Govern- 
| ment for the year ending 30th June, 1866, the 
| pending question being on the amendment of Mr. 
JouNson, to strike out in line eight hundred and 
| seventy the word ** one”’ and insert ** three;’’ so 
| as to make the clause read: 


1 propose to fix it at seven 





For traveling expenses of the judge assigned to the tenth 
circuit, for attending session of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, $3,000. 


| The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I now move toamend that 


| clause by striking out *‘ one’’and inserting ‘* two,”” 
so as to make the allowance $2,000. | think as 
we have put additional duties on this judge we 
| ought to increase somewhat his allowance for 
| traveling expenses. 

yr 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HENDERSON. I am instructed by the 
| Committee on Finance to offer the following 
| amendment as a new section: 

And be it further enacted, ‘That the first or sole assistant 
| in each of the Executive Departments, whose duty it is to 

act as the head of the Departinent, in the absence of that 





should be expressed in this bill, and I shall cer- || officer, stall hereafter receive an annual salery equal to 
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that now paid to the Assistant Seeretary of the Navy; and 
such an amount as, with exteting appro) a neces 
Sary to pay such irie until the expirats 
year ending June 30, 1466, is hereby appropr 

Mr. HENDRICKS. 
to say that that amendment 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Yes, sir; it isan amend- 
ment recommended by the Committee on Finance. 
ILisnotan amendment of my own; lam instructed 
to offer it. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. The Senate agreed to 
more than this at the last session, but yielded to 
the House of Representatives 


wriations, i 
moof the fiseal 
iated. 

I understand the Senator 
mmes from the Com- 


the first assistants in all the Departments on an 
equality so far as their salary is concern d,and I 
understand it will increase the expenses of the 


Government about four thousand dollars a year. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The from Mis- 
souri was authorized by a majority of the Com- 
mittee on Finance to report this amendment, [ 
did not myself vote for it, The law upon the 
subject probably is familiar to most Senators: 
two of the Assistant Secretaries now 
$4,000, and the rest of them receive $3,000. At 
the last session of Congress the Senat 
siderable debate, agreed to place th 
ing of equality, at $3,500, bu 


Senator 


receive 


. {ter con- 
m ona foot- 

ut some controve rsy 
occurred about it, and it was finally abandoned by 
the committee of conference. The Senate then 
voted $3,500 to all. ‘They reduced the compen- 
sation of two and increased the compensation of 
five, if T recollect aright. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. leall the attention of the 
Senate to the fact that the proposition of the last 
session was more comprehensive than this. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It extended to all. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. This places upon an 
equality the first or sole assistants; second assist- 
ants are not included, 

Mr.SHERMAN. The objection to thisisthat 
I fear it will get up jealousy among these Assist- 
ant Secretaries. Now, take the Assistant Post- 
master General. ‘The First Assistant is undoubt- 
edly the deputy of the Postmaster General, but 
the Second Assistant performs duties probably as 
responsible as the First Assistant. The First As- 
sistant is rather a political position; that is, its 
business is the appointment of officers. ‘The 
Second Assistant, I believe, gives out all the con- 
tracts, and the Third Assistantis an important offi- 
cer. That is the objection lhave to it. I would 
much prefer to put them all on the same footing, 
at $3,500, which would reduce two and increase 
five, and make very little difference in the aggre- 
gate compensation, 

Mr. HENDERSON. I have no feeling or in- 
terest in this matter; but I see no reason why 
there should be a distinction among these Assist- 
ant Secretaries, who, in the absence of the head 
of the Department, are required to perform the 
duties of thatoffice. I never could see any reason 
for it; | see none now. I| cannot see why the 
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury should re- 
ceive more than the first Assistant Secretary of 
War, or the Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 
1 apprehend that at this particular time when the 
duties of Government officers are very greatly 
enlarged, these men are all kept busy; | appre- 
hend that they have all they can possibly do. It 
is a fact well known to the Senate that whenever 


the duties become very onerous in one of. these | 


Departments, so that the chief and his assistant 
cannot do the work, they come here and get ad- 
ditional assistants provided for. That has been 
done in many cases. 

I know that if we agree to this proposition we 
may have some difficulty afterward in regard to 
some other officers. Some of the second and third 
assisiants may suppose they have an equal right 
with the first assistant, and perhaps the jealousy 
spoken of by the Senator from Ohio may exist. 
But there is certainly great jealousy existing now 
because of the fact that some of the first assist- 
ants are receiving more than others, when they 
all think they are entitled to as much as those 
who are now receiving $4,000. 

I do not believe that $3,000 is a sufficient sal- 
ary at present for the responsible position held 
by these men; and any Senator who knows any- 
thing of the expenses of living in this city can 
very well certify to what I say. These officers 
have to stay here during the whole year. We can 
scarcely get along ourselves, and we stay here 
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perhaps on an average only six months during || proper time and bring these men who are almost 


the year,and the rest of the time we are at home. 


‘These men have to remain here all the year round, | 


|} and in the absence of the superior officer they 
| are compelled to discharge his duties. It seems 
the salary proposed is low enough, from 


to me 


and of the expenses of living here. 
indifferent as to the fate of the amendment; I care 
nothing in regard to it; but | think as a matter 
of strict justice to these men itoughtto be adopted. 

Mr. CLARK. The Senator from Missouri 
says that he does not see how a person holding 


Washington for $3,000. I desire to have that 
Senator ot any other Senator tell me, if that be 
true, how the man in the Army who holds a com- 
| mission ascaptain, with a family at home to sup- 
port, and he taken away from them to fight the 
battles of the country, can get along for $1,400 or 
$1,000 a year, ’ 

Mr. HENDERSON. If the Senator expects 
me to say that I] think the line officers are suffi- 
ciently paid, he is mistaken. I do not think so. 
1 think, however, that very large bounties are 
now being paid; the soldiers are receiving large 


what! know of the duties performed by these men || 
I am utterly 


one of these oflices can get along in the city of | 


bounties, and rations are furnished in the Army, | 


| so that they can get along tolerably well; but at 
| the same time I am willing to increase the pay, 
especially of line officers. But it is exceedingly 


sented to throw up the Army. I feel just as de- 
sirous of seeing men who are risking their lives 


country well paid as any others, and [am not go- 
ing to say that they ought not to be sufficiently 
paid; but the Senator must very well realize the 
great expense of living here inthis place. We are 
imposing it on these men, and I think we ought 
not to be niggardly about the compensation that 
we pay them. We ought at least to pay them 
enough to cover their expenses in this city. 

Mr. CLARK. 1 did not mean to be unfair to 
the Senator from Missouri or any other person 
when I called his attention to the condition of the 
line officers of the Army. 1 was not speaking in 
regard to the soldiers, but those gentlemen in the 


not with bounty, but without bounty. 

Mr. HENDERSON. If two wrongs exist, 
there is no use of the Senator’s urging on me the 
propriety of continuing both. 


then the other. I am willing to rectifv the pay 
| of the line officers of the Army first, if the Sen- 


Army who go to fight the battles of the country, | 


J think it is en- | 
tirely proper that we should first rectify one and | 


unfair whenever a question of this sort is pre- | 


asking our charity up to some proper basis 
There ought to bea general scaling of the sala- 
ries; especially those which are so very low and 
which are affected more than those that are higher 


| by the high prices of living, should be brought 


| my jedgment. 


up to where the man can live decently; and where 
a man has enough to live already, let him live on 
ill the time comes when we can give him more. 
But I do not, I cannot, favor a proposition of this 
kind to increase the higher salaries, and let the 
lower ones remain where they are; to increase 
the few and let the many that are toiling for you 
suffer and live in want, 

Mr. HENDRICKS. If the Senator from New 
Hampshire will propose to raise the pay of the 
clerks so that they shall not starve, he shall have 
my support. I think it is right that it should be 
done. I have some little knowledge of the neces- 
sary expenses which clerks in the Departments 
were putto before the commencement of the war 
and the depreciation ofthe currency, and I thought 
it was hard work for them to get thfbugh the year 
on $1,200 then if a man had any family to sup- 
port; and now, when the salary of a $1,200 clerk 
is really worth to him but $500, I believe it isa 
shame that provision is not made for it. That is 
It ought to be done. Twelve 
hundred dollars is not much. Clerks get that 
in many of the ordinary employments that they 
are called to in the country. In this city, where 


|| It is very expensive to live, and always has been, 
|| $1,200, when a dollar was a full dollar, was re- 





day by day and night by night in detense of the || 





| ator desires it; but there is no use of comparing || 


| the two, and urging that wrongs exist in regard to 


| both, and that there should be a continuation of | 
this wrong simply because we cannot relieve both | 


at the same time. 

Mr. CLARK. The Senator from Missouri 
seems to think that lam pushing this matter at 
him personally. 


| Mr. HENDERSON. 


Not at all. 


Mr. CLARK. Cerwinlyl am not. Tamonly | 
desiring in this way to bring the attention of the | 


Senate to it. L might instance not only the line 
officers of the Army, but some of the under offi- 
cers of the Navy, the masters’ mates and various 
other officers. And if | were to go out of the 
Army and out of the Navy, | might ask these 
men in Washington who cannot live upon $3,000, 

how it is that men with families as large as theirs, 
| perhaps holding an equally high social position 
at home, come here and live as they do upon 
$1,200. You have menthroughall your Depart- 
meuts living upon $1,200. I say this not toshow 
that the salaries should not be raised in an indi- 


not only in regard to the Assistant Secretaries of 


that it goes everywhere, and that if we begin we 
should take the whole and rectify the whole, and 
the first that we should rectify is not these men 
who have their thousands for a salary, but the 
| men who starve upon hundreds, Begin at the 
other end. It is where starvation comes or hun- 
| ger pinches that we should begin, and not by 
equalizing the man with $3,000 to him with $3,500 
or $4,000. Weshould begin where the necessity 
exists. And though this may be a small appro- 
priation, and it may appear somewhat invidious 
| to vesist it, | will resist all attempts of this kind 


ull we can lay oux hands on the whole at the 


vidual case, but to show that this difficulty exists | 


the Departments and the heads of bureaus, but | 











| 


garded as a low compensation for a man that was 
qualified to serve the public in these offices. But 
what is the effect of 11? I am told now by the 
heads of bureaus that it is driving the best clerks 
out of the Departments. They are seeking em- 
ployment elsewhere where they can get better 
compensation, for the reason that they cannot 
support and educate their families in this city on 
$1,200, or $1,400, or $1,600. Do we desire that re- 
sult? Do we desire to lose the services of the best 
clerks? It is not for the good of the public service 
that it should be so. 

But what is the force of the Senator’s argument? 
He asks why we shall give to an Assistant Secre- 
tary $3,000, and toaclerk but $1,200. Let me ask 
him why we give to a Secretary $8,000, and toa 
clerk $1,200? The Senator knows very well that 
a Secretary has to maintain an establishment here 
very different in its expense from that required 
of a clerk; and I do not think that the argument 
is entitled to much respect, although | have very 
much respect for the Senator, which says that a 
Secretary and an Assistant Secretary should only 
have the compensation that is given to a $1,200 
clerk. We expect very different things from a 
Secretary. We expect much more of an Assist- 
ant Secretary than we doofaclerk. In the first 
place, we want much higher talent. For a Sec- 
retary we want a man who, at home, can make 
some money. We do not want a man for a Sec- 
retary or an Assistant Secretary that has to go 
around begging for an office to make a living out of 
it. Wewant talent, and therefore we pay for tal- 
ent. Talent, the world over, commands money; 
and we expect to pay for it. Weexpect to pay a 
Secretary for his brains. We expect to pay a 
clerk for his writing, and such brains as the par- 
ticular office requires. 1 was astonished to hear 
the Senator make a comparison between a clerk 
and a Secretary. He mightas well make a com- 
parison now between a messenger and the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury or the Secretary of War; 
the one borne down with weighty responsibilities, 
and bringing to the position, as it is presumed, the 
very highest talent. 

I do not think $8,000 is too small a salary for 
a Secretary; but when the Secretaries got $6,000, 
the Assistant Secretaries and the hends of bureaus 
got just half as much, $3,000. When the com- 
sensation of the Secretaries was raised to $8,000, 

think the Assistant Secretaries ought to have 
had so much as half of that, $4,000. It is not 
high; it is not an extravagant proposition, The 
case is this: itis not right to give one Assistant 
Secretary $4,000 and another Assistant Secre- 
tary, discharging the same duties and having the 
same rank, but $3,000. If the Senate thinks this 
proposition is right, and that we ought to bring 
about a correction, let it reduce those who are 
getting $4,000. Justice is equality in this matter. 
lt was the judgment of the Senate at the last ses- 
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sion that this ought to be done, and we finally 
agreed to a compromise, allowing $3,500 to all, 
but the other House would not consent to reduce 
those who were getting $4,000 down to $3,900. 
This proposition ts to let the first assistants have 
$4,000; it is a fair thing. 

Now about the comparison between the officers 


of the Army in the field and the Assistant Secre- | 


taries. | understand that there is a proposition 
likely to be presented to this body by the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs to provide for the offi- 
cers in the field by commuting their rations at 


fifty cents instead of thirty cents, and also by re- 


lieving them from the Federal income tax. 1 do 
not know whether that will be brought before the 
body, or whether it has already been presented. 
The chairman of that committee nods to me that 
thatis so. ‘That, then,is to be provided for, and 
when that proposition comes before this body it 
shall receive my support. I think it is right. 
Then L answer the Senator from New Hampshire 
that a provision is to be made by the Committee 
on Military Affairs for those men for whom he 
drops a tear but introduces no measure. If they 
are not paid enough, why does not that Senator, 
from his responsible position, provide for them 
and let them be paid now? We are not so poor 
that we must make men fight at starving rates. 
We are not so poor as a country that we must 
make the clerks in the Departments here serve 
the public at a compensation that will not sup- 
port them and educate their children. It ought 
not to be asked, and I do not think the people of 
the country require it, As far as 1 know, they 
pay their taxes cheerfully. If more taxes are 
necessary | suppose they will pay them, though 
] think they are quite as high as the business of 
the country will allow. .The two comparisons I 
do not think justify the argument of the Senator, 

Mr. CLARK. I was not aware that I started 
any such argument, or any such line of argument, 
as the Senator from Indiana attributes to me. | 
did not inquire why we paid a Secretary $3,000, 
or why we paid an Assistant Secretary $4,000 or 
$3,000. ‘he tendency of my remarks was, as | 
intended they should be, to show that if we be- 
gan to raise salaries we should begin with the men 
who needed the increase most, among the persons 
who had the smallest salaries, and who found the 
greatest difficulty to live, and not among those 
who received the largestsum, and could live upon 
thatsum. I know very well that we pay a large 
salary to the head of a Department for the amount 
(if the Senator pleases so to say) of brains he 


brings to it; but 1 have sometimes thought that | 


in some minor places of the Departments we gave 
the most money for the least brains. 


We do not | 


always graduate our pay according to what we | 


get; and Lam not by any means sure that we do 
not get as much vrains in some smaller offices as 
we get in some that are larger. I, of course, have 
no reference to anybody in the world. But the 
pay should be somewhat in proportion to the ser- 
vices rendered as weil as to the state maintained. 


A man can better forego the state and equipage || 


than he can get rid of the gnawings of hunger. I 
insist that this increase should not be made among 
the higher salaries, and the lower ones be neg- 
lected; that is all | mean to say. I shall vote 
cheerfully, as the Senator from Indiana, | have 
no doubt, will do, for the increase of the pay of 
the smaller officers. I shall vote for the increase 
of the pay of the officers of the Army when it 
comes properly before the Senate. The Senator 
puts to me the question why | have notintroduced 
such a measure. For two or three reasons, and 
the Senator knows what they are. He well knows 
that the quesuon answers itself when it is pro- 
pounded. He knows that measure should come 
fiom the Military Committee where it was prop- 
erly put, and he well knows that L am not upon 
that committee. | am told thatthe Military Com- 
mittee are about to propose something for the 
increase of the officers’ pay. I certainly shall 
vote for it in any reasonable shape or to any rea- 
sonable amount; and | desire, when we take hold 
of the question of salaries, that we take hold in 


that direction; and if the objection is that the sal- | 


aries are unequal—and that seems to bear upon 
the Senator’s mind—I will very much more 
readily go for the proposition of the last session 
to bring all these officers to a level at $3,500, 
rather than to put them all up to $4,000. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. [do not exactly know 





what connection the subject which is now being 
debated has with the bill before the Senate; but 
as it is said that some of the officers of the Army 
do not get pay enough, | wish to make a sug- 
gestion, and that is, whether the Lieutenant Gen- 
eral of the armies of the United States does not 
get too much. I saw him for the first time on 
the floor of the Senate this morning, and I sug- 
gest whether the President has not made a great 
| mistake in appointing hum, for this reason: he 
seems to be a man who does not know how to 
put on a swell, or to strut. ‘Take the lieutenants 
and provost marshals whom Mr. Stanton sends 
down to our State to keep us from voting, and 
| any one of them can outswell General Grant ten 
to one. It seems to me this isa proper consid- 
} eration, whether a Lieutenant General who can- 
not put on the swell and the airs of a lieutenant 
in the Delaware home guards or some provost 
marshal that Mr. Stanton sends into States that 
; are peaceable and quiet, is entitled to the com- 
pensation which the Lieutenant General now re- 
| celves,. 
Mr. HENDRICKS. Task for the yeas and 
nays on the pending amendment. 
| ‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HOWE. Lam going to vote for the amend- 
ment. I believe it is as true of the Government 
of the United States as it is of any corporation or 
| of private individuals, that if they want good ser- 
| vice they must pay for it. They are not sure of 

getting good service if they do pay for it, but 
| they are pretty sure not to get good service if they 
| do not pay for it. I believe the pay of the officers 
| referred toin this amendment Is quite inadequate. 
{ therefore propose to vote for the amendment, 
because I think its tendency is to make it nearer 
jadequate, Ido not think it is a good answer to 
say that there are other officers in our service who 
need or deserve an increase of salary more. It 
| is a sufficient reason,in my judgment, to vote for 
this measure of justice because it is now pro- 
posed to us, and it will be a sufficient reason to 
vote for any other measure of justice when it 
shall be proposed to us. Ido not see the pro- 
priety of ignoring a measure the justice of which 
we all admit out of any mere apprehension that 
by and by a similar measure may be proposed 
in reference to another class of officers, and will 
| not be assented to. Let us take these measures 
as they are proposed to us, and vote upon them 
as they are proposed to us. I vote for this now 
because it is now before us. 

Mr. POWELL. I shall vote most cheerfully 
| for this amendment. I very fully concur with 
the Senator from Wisconsin, that you cannot get 
good service unless you pay for it. 
is no economy in half paying your officials. If 
| you expect to get the services of competent and 

faithful men, you must give them a remunerative 
| salary. 

Now, sir, what will be the pay of the Assist- 
ant Secretaries, who do not now receive $4,000, 
| when it shall be raised to that sum? It will be 
a good deal less than $2,000, for the greenback 
money in which they are now paid is not worth 
| fifty cents on the dollar; itis to-day worth between 
|| forty and forty-five cents, perhaps; so they will 
| really get less than $2,000 a year. For the abil- 
ity required of the Assistant Secretary of one of 
the Departments, that 1s ver y poor remuneration. 
It will not compensate them for their labor, and, 
moreover, they cannot live and maintain their 
| families properly in this city on that sum. 

The Senator from New Hampshire talks about 
raising the pay of the soldiers and the officers of 
the Army. I regret very much that that was not 
done last year. | proposed an amendment to a 
bill under consideration at that time providing 
that officers and soldiers of the Army should be 
| paid in gold, or its equivalent when they could 
| not receive gold. ‘That would have raised their 
pay very much, but | could not get the Senate to 
adopt the proposition, lam to-day prepared to 
increase the pay of the officers and soldiers of the 
Army. 

I am in favor of this amendment for another 
reason. I can see no reason for discriminating be- 
tween these Assistant Secretaries. Some of them 
now get $4,000, some $3,500, and some $3,000. 
It is no answer to tell us that there are other offi- 
cers who are not paid a sufficient compensation. 
|| | will say to Senators that whenever they bring 
\| forward a bill to increase the pay of officers and 





I think there | 
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soldiers of the Army, I, for one, am prepared to 
vote for it. | know that their pay ts not sufficient 
now; but l know, too, that no man can live and 
support his family in this city in that Kind of style 
which is expected from the Assistant Secretary 
of a Department for a sum of money less than 
$2,000 a year. IL know that 4,000 sounds lke a 
large sum; but you must remember that itis not 
paid in money, but in the depreciated paper cure 
rency of this Government, so that itis less than 
$2,000 in gold. From the adjournment of this 
Congress unul the nextsession it will not average 
probably more than fifteen or sixteen hundred 
dollars in gold, and you paid that much money to 
large numbers of clerks before the depre ciation of 
the currency. 

Mr. HALE. The suggestions which have been 
made by the Senator from Kentucky in regard to 
the depreciation of the currency and the cost of 
living apply to every employé of this Govern- 
ment, from the President down to the humblest 
messenger; and every argumeni of thatsort which 
can be suggested for raising these 


salaries will 
apply to everybody who is paid any salary by the 
Government of the United States, because all our 
employés are paid in depreciated currency; and 
unless we are willing to advance all salaries at 
least one hundred per cent., it seems to me that 
argument can be of no weight. 

i may possibly be supposed not to speak with 
great partiality for the Assistant Secretary of the 
Navy. I thought at the time his office was cre- 
ated that it was unjust to pay hima higher salary 
than other Assistant Secretaries, and upon my 
motion | think—at least if [did not make the mo- 
tion L advocated it—the Senate agreed at the last 
stant Secreta- 
ries at $3,500. That was taking off $500 from the 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy and the Assistant 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury, and putting yo00 on 
the salaries of the others. ‘Thereapon a howl 
was made by all those newspapers that are spe- 
cially devoted to the interests of the actual Secre- 
tary of the Navy that Mr. Hane, trom selfish and 
other bad motives, had made an attack upon the 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy, merely because | 
wanted to put him on the same footing with the 
other Assistant Secretaries. | am of the same 
opinion now. L think the provision which gives 
the Assistant Secretary of the Navy $4,000 and 
other Assistant Secretaries $3,000, is unjust and 
invidious, and it ought not to stand upon the 
statute-book. [am opposed, however, to raising 
any of these salaries. I voted against raising the 
salary of members of Congress, and Lhave voted 
and shall vote against raising the pay of any ofh- 
cer except where | think an increase is absolutely 
necessary. I believe | did vote once to raise the 
salary of the consul at Halifax because | thought 
it ought to be raised. But unless we are prepared 
to enter upon ageneral increase of all salaries to 
an extentequivalent to the depreciation of the cur 
rency of the Government, we ought not to venture 
upon an experiment of this kind, [shall vote in 
favor of reducing the salary of the Assistant See 
retary of the Navy to that of the other Assistant 
Secretaries, not thatlam governed by any motives 
of peculiar hosulity to that officer, but L think as 
a matter of justice tothem all this provision ought 
to be done away with. Ifitis inorder to do so, 
L will move to amend the amendment by strik- 
ing itall out after the enacting clause, and pro- 


viding that from and after the commencement of 


the nextfiscal year the salaries of all the Assistant 
Secretaries shall be $3,000, or if the Senate pre- 
fer to put itat $3,500 | shall be satisfied. 

Several Senators. Say $3,500 

Mr. HALE. Well, | will say $3,509. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Anruony 
inthechair.) The amendment of the Senator from 


New Hampshire will be read. 

The Secretary read theamendment tothe amend- 
ment, which was to strike out all after the enact- 
ing clause of the amendment proposed by Mr, 
Li1ENDERSON, and to insert tie following: 

That from and after the commencement of the next fis- 
cal year, the salaries of all the Assistant Secretartes of the 
Executive Departif®uts shall be $4,500 per annuin. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Why should so much 
pains be taken to pass over the Post Office De- 
partment? Why should not the Assistant Post- 
masters General have the same pay as the Assist- 
ant Secretaries ? 


Mr. CONNESS. This will include them. 
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Mr. COLLAMER. 
ant Secretar ‘i 

Mr. ¢ . We can add them. 

Mr. HALE lam willing to include them. 

Mr. HENDERSON, The amendment, as I 
proposed it, included the First Assistant Post- 
master General. 


No, they are not *‘Assist- 


PNY Ba 


Mr. COLLAMER. It included the one who | 
has the least to do, but carefully left out the two 
wi have the most to do. 


Mr. HENDERSON. Do I understand the 
amendment of the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire now to be to allow $3,500 to all Assistant 
Secretaries ¢ 
Mr. HALE. 
ter General. 

Mr. COLLAMER. And * the Assistant Attor- 
ney General’’ ought to be added. 

Mr. HALE. Very well. 

Mr. HENDERSON. L[think the Assistant 
Attorney General gets $3,500 now. 

Mr. COWAN No, only $3,000. 
Mr. HENDRICKS. If it is the pleasure of 


Yes; and the Assistant Postmas- 


the Senate to adopt the proposiuon of the Sena- 
tor from New Llampshire , 1 have no objection. | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


l want to see equality among the officers of this | 


grade. The proposiuon of the Senator from Mis- 
sourt affects the ‘Treasur y just $4,500. If the 
\ 


Senate think 


thatisa matter of such consequence 
us to go away from it and adopt another propo- 
sition, very i want to see them equalized. 
The proposition of the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, | understand, will take more money out of 
the ‘Treasury than that of thfe Senator from Mis- 
sourt. 4 think the First Assistants in the various 
Departments ought to be provided with a salary 


weil, 


equal to half that of the head of the Department. | 


Now,astothe Second and Third Assistant Post- 
masters Geveral, they are simply the heads of bu- 
reaus. ‘Ihe First Assistant Postmaster General, 
in the absence of the head of that Department, 
represents him and has the responsibility of that 
position. Ido not know whether he does more 
work or less work than the Second and Third As- 


sistants, but the one is over the whole Department, | 


and the others are but bureau officers, corre- 
sponding with the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office and the Commissioner of Pensions. [| 
think the proposition of the Senator from Mis- 
sourl, coming from the Committee on Finance, is 
the right one, to make all who are the First Assist- 
ants, and who represent the head of the Depart- 
ment in his absence, equal at $4,000, just half the 


pay of the Secretaries; and i willaffect the Treas- | 


ury just $4,500, as | understand from the chair- | 


man of the Committee on Finance. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment of the Senator from New Hampshire will 
be now read as it has been modified. 

‘The Secretary read the amendment, which was 
to strike out all after the enacting clause of the 
section proposed by Mr. Henperson, and to in- 
sert the following: 

That from and after the commencement of the next fis- 
eal year the salary of each of the Assistant Secretaries of 
the Executive Departments, the Assistant Attorney Gen- 
eral, and the First Assistant Postmaster General, shall be 


$3,500 per annum. 

Mr.COLLAMER. I object to saying “ First 
Assistant Postmaster General.’’ I want to say 
**the Assistant Postmasters General.’’ 

Mr. HALE. I have not the slightest feeling 
or judgment on that point. ‘The Senator from 
Indiana, on whose judgment in these matters | 
rely with great confidence, though I do not have 
s0 much respect for his political opinions gen- 
erally, thinks it would be unjust to include the 
other Assistant Postmasters General, because they 
are mere headsof bureaus. But the honorable 
chairman of the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads makes the suggestion that the three 
Assistant Postmasters General should be in- 
cluded, and of course I shall not set myself up 
in opposition to him, but will accept his modi- 
fication. 

The amendment to the amendment, as modified, 
was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment as amended. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Lamopposed to this prop- 
osition, If we are to begin this system it seems 





to me we are beginning at the wrong end, wich | 


those who get the large salaries; and 1 do not 
know where it is to end. Are we toge on scaling 


and raising the pay of all the employés of the 
Government, civil and military, pro rata, if you 
please ? 


them. 


will buy. I donot want to visit them with such 
a calamity as that. 

Mr. STEWART. Let the amendment be read 
as it now stands. 

‘Fhe Secretary read the amendment, as follows: 
insert asa new section: 

Jind be it further enacted, That from and after the com- 


|} mencement of the next fiscal vear, the salary of each of the 


| Assistant Secretaries of the 
| Assistant Attorney General, and the three Assistant Post- 
| masters General, shall be $3,500 per annum, 


Executive Departments, the 


Mr. CONNESS. I shall vote for this amend- 


|} ment as now proposed. | see in it, or hope I see 


| in it, a final adjustment of this difficult question. 
| It will be remembered that it occupied our time a 








great deal during the last session. There is also 


an apparent injustice in paying the Assistant Sec- 


retary of one Department $4,000, while the As- | 


sistant Secretary of another Department, certainly 
equally occupied and with equally important du- 
ties and liabilities, is paid but $3,000. 
undertake to equalize these assistants, as sug- 
gested by the honorable Senator from Vermont, 
there is the greatest justice in extending the slight 


| increase that is made to the Second and Third 


Assistant Postmasters General, who really per- 
form the most important duties in their Depart- 


ment, and, in my opinion, rank among their best | 


public officers. I did not look on this as an in- 
crease of salary, but as an adjustment of a ques- 
tion that comes up every session and occupies 
the time and attention of Congress. I shall there- 
fore vote for the amendment. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 2], nays 17; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Buckalew, Chandler, Conness, Cowan, | 


Doolittle, Foster, Hale, Harlan, Hendricks, Howe, John- 
son, Lane of Indiana, Nesmith, Nye, Powell, Ramsey, 
Riddle, Stewart, Trumbull, Wilkinson, and Willey—21. 
NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Brown, Clark, 
Davis, Dixon, Farwell, Grimes, Hendersou, Morgan, Mor- 


rill, Pomeroy, Saulsbury, Sprague, Sumner, Ten Eyck, and | 


Witson—17. 


ABSENT—Messrs. Carlile, Foot, Harding, Harris, Hicks, | 


Howard, Lane of Kansas, McDougall, Richardson, Sher- 
man, Van Winkle, Wade, and Wright—13. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WILLEY. I desire to state that my col- 
league (Mr. Van Winkxe] is detained from his 
seat by indisposition. 


Mr. WILSON. I offer thisamendment as ad- 


ditional sections: 


And be it further enacted, That from and after the Ist day 
of March, 1865, and during the continuance of the present 
rebellion, the commutation price of officers’ subsistence 
shall be fifty cents per ration: Provided, That said increase 
shall not apply to the commutation price of the rations of 
any officer above the rank of brevet brigadier general, or 
of any officer entitled to commutation for fuel or quarters. 

‘ind be it further enacted, That hereafter, during the 
continuance of the present rebellion, there shall be no de- 


| ductions made trom, or income tax levied upon, the salary 


of any officer in the military or naval service; and all acts 
or parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
“ind be it further enacted, That all officers of volunteers, 


who shall continue in the military service to the close of | 


the war, shall be entitled to reeeive, upon being mustered 
out of said service, three months’ pay proper: Provided, 
That the provisions of this section shall not apply to offi- 
cers not on duty, or to officers entitled to commutation of 
fuel and quarters. 

I will simply say that the first section of this 
amendment provides for increasing the ration from 
thirty to fifty cents to officers below the rank of 
brevet brigadier general. It does not apply to 
brigadier or major generals, and itdoes notapply 
to officers who receive commutation for fuel or 
quarters, It applies to officers in the field. 

The second section of the amendment relieves 
the officers of the Army and Navy from the in- 


| come tax that we have put upon them since they 


went into the service, which is a great burden 
upon them, especially the extra tax of five per 
cent. imposed by the act of July 4 last. 

The third section gives three months’ pay proper 
to volunteer officers who shall continue in the ser- 
vice till the close of the war; not officers who have 
fuel and quarters at the rear, but officers who are 
in the field; and not to officers off duty, but to 
officers at the frontdoing theirduty. I hope this 


| amendment will prevail. 


Mr. COLLAMER. I wish to call the Sena- 


\| tor’s attentionto one point in connection with the 


Are we to issue more greenbacks for || 
that purpose ?—for there is no other way to pay | 
If we do, the increased number of green- | 
backs they will get will not, in six months more, | 
buy as much as the greenbacks they now get | 


If you | 


Collamer, | 




















i 








| appropriation bil 





February 


11, 


| last section of his amendment. The provision 
_ is that the allowances there made shall not ay ply 





to officers not on duty. A man at thattime may 
have been off duty perhapsa week, and he should 
not be excluded. 

Mr. GRIMES. I suggesttothe Senator from 
Massachusetts that we take the vote separately 


| on the first two sections, and then on the third 
| section. 


Mr. WILSON. Iam willing to agree to that, 

Mr. HALE. I want to inquire if this amend- 
ment comes from a committee. 

Mr. WILSON. Yes, sir; from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

Mr.COLLAMER. Do they recommend that 
it be put on this bill? 

Mr. WILSON. IL will say that the bill of which 
this amendment is a copy was reported by the 
authority of the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and | have obtained the assent of a majority of 
the committee, those who are present to-day, to 
move itasan amendment to this bill. Itis proper, 
I think, that it should goon this bill. Action 
ought to be had in the matter, especially for the 
reason that we ought to give some assurance to 
the men who are about entering on the spring 
campaign that we are to do something for their 
benefit; for I tell you, sir, thatthe information 
from all our armies is that the line officers are 
really suffering for some aid. This amendment 
applies to the officers in the field who get no com- 
mutation for fuel or quarters. That makesa great 
difference. The difference between the allowances 
of a captain in the front and a captain on duty in 
Washington receiving commutation for fuel and 
quarters is about six hundred dollars a year, 
This provision does not apply to those who get 
this commutation, butis for the benefit of the men 
who are fighting the battles of the country. | 
think we ought to make this allowance. I think 
it will be better made in this form, increasing the 
value of the ration, and will do more justice than 
we canin any other form. I hope the amend- 
ment will be adopted. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 1am disappointed that the 
Senator from Massachusetts should offer this 
amendment at this time on this appropriation bill, 
This bill makes appropriation for legislative, ex- 
ecutive, and judicial expenses; it does not affect 
the pay of the Army; there is nothing in the bill 
about the pay of the Army. Within a week we 
shall have before us the bill which does make ap- 
propriations for the support of the Army. Ifit be 
at all proper to put a legislative measure on an 

i \; this provision certainly should 
not be put on this bill. We ought to have some 
little sense of the propriety of things and the proper 
place to put our legislation, and it seems to me, 
therefore, we ought not to put it upon this legisla- 
tive appropriation bill. lam not prepared to say 
whether I shall vote for or against this provision 
at some proper place, but I shall certainly oppose 
its being put on this bill. There is nothing in 
this bill in regard to the pay of the Army. Itis 
true we have attached the deficiency bill to this 
bill, but it was under peculiar circumstances, and 
it is sufficient to put that on this bill without load- 
ing it with measures that will be controverted be- 
tween the two Houses. I hope the Senator will 
withdraw this proposition,and I can tell himthat 
early next week we shall probably report the 
Army appropriation bill, and it will be before the 
Senate within a week or ten days. 

Mr. WILSON. In accordance with the sug- 
gestions of the chairman of the Committee on Fi- 
nance, | withdraw the amendment now, with the 
understanding thatit is tobe moved on the Army 
appropriation bill whenever it comes up. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I wish to make a sugzges- 
tion in connection with the amendmentof the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, which is now with- 
drawn. I agree with the object of it, but I hope 
the Committee on Military Affairs will propose 
to raise the pay of the officers of the Army in some 
other way than by taking off the income tax. I 
prefer that the amount should be added to their 
pay either pro rata or by apercentage, for I think 
that if we begin to make exemptions from the 
income tax we are liable to goa great deal further 
than we intend to go when we make the provision. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I have been charged with 
some amendments by the Committee on the Li- 
brary. | moveinlineone hundred andeighty-nine, 
on pege9, to strike out “ five’’ and insert “eight,” 
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go to make the appropriation for the parchase of 
books for the Livrary $8,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I now move an antend- 
ment which | noufy gentlemen makes a pretty 
large appropriation, It is to insert after line one 
hundred and ninety-two: 





For an enlargement of the Library of Congress so as to 
jnclude in two wings built fire-proof the space at either end 
of the present Library, measuring about eighty feetin length 


by thirty feet in width, in accordance with the plan of the 


architect of the Capitol extension, $160,000, 


We have now inthe Library proper, that is, in 
the fire-proofroom, about forty thousand volumes, 
and we have a great deal more than that on the 


- 


carpets. ‘The Library had got along for eleven years with 
but one carpet, and no renewal of turniture 


» exhibiting an 
economy of expenditure sufficiently rar not unequaled 
in any department of the Government. It is therefore with 
some confidence that Congress is now asked to provide 
permanently forthe security of the invaluable literary stores 
Which have been accumulated in the Capitol, aud two pro 


tect which from injury or destruction, no amount of care 





can be ill bestowed. 


floor, in the passages, and adjoining lobbies ex- || 


posed to hain. and which we have no shelf-room 
to patup; and in that condition of the Library 
itmay a ail us well be abandoned unless we make 
room to contain the books we have on hand and 
some little shelf-room for the accumulations. The 
Librarian has drawn up a statement showing the 
present condition of the Library, and as his state- 
ment gives the facts perhaps more summarily than 
lL could do, L send his communication to the Chair 
and ask that it be read, Ladopting it as part of my 
remarks on the subject. 
The Secretary read the following: 
Statement of the necessity and expediency of an enlargement 
of the Library of Congress. 
The enlargement is necessary because no more room 
exists in the Library for the constantly accruing accessions 


of books. 

2. It is necessary because a large portion of the books 
belonging to Congress are unprovided with sheif room, and 
inaccessible exceptat great expenditure of time and trouble. 
This especially applies to the set of British Parliamentary 


Documents, numbering about three thousand volumes in | 


folio, fullof invaluable information, which is daily wanted 
for reference. These are all upon the floor, because no 
shelves can be provided tor them in the present Library. 
3. It is uecessary in order to secure the invaluable Li- 
brary built up at great expenditure of care and money from 
another fire. ‘The books of the Library, from the first pur- 
chase of Mr. Jefferson in 1815, until date, have cost gome- 
What over four hundred thousand dollars. The fire of De- 
cember, 1851 destroyed allexcept twenty thousand volumes 
of the Libri ary. ‘The present Library numbers over eighty- 
eight thousand volumes, less thau halt of which (or forty 
thousand volumes) are contained in the fire proof portion 
of the Library. The remainder are stored in the dark cor- 
bers and passage-ways of the old Capitol, surrounded with 
wood-work, aud liable to aecideut from the firing of a flue 


(which was the occasion of the former fire) or Other 
causes, 


4. ‘he enlargement is necessary in order to provide some | 


epace where the current newspapers aud periodicals, both 
American and foreign, can be filed and consulted by mem- 
bers of Congress and others entided to the use of the Li- 
brary. At present there are notten feet of room anywhere 
for such purpose, and the very valuable files of political and 
literary journals taken in the Library are useless to Con- 
gress until bound; when they have lost their freshness, 
and much of their interest. 

‘The constant donations, from the State governments 
and from foreign Powers, of works illustrating the history, 
statistics, polities, and legislation of our own country and 
ol other parts of the world, cannot any longer be accom- 
modated. 
without expense to the Library fund, anda vast amount of 


valuable information, useful in the practical legislation of | 


Congress, could be obtained, catalogued, and permanently 
filed for the use of members. 
in the Union should have a set of its public documents in 
the Capitol constantly aecessible to its citizens in Wash- 
ington. Burt the officers of the Library have been for years 
deterred from seeking these additions, because there has 
been no room to contain them, 

The appropriation asked is $160,000, and the plan of 
the architect accompanying the estimate proposes to pro- 
vide an inerease of room equal to nearly double the present 
fire-proot Library, which cost $92,500, exclusive of the 
outer walls. ‘The iron-work was then put up to compe- 
tition, and the lowest of seven bids was accepted. ‘The 


preset estimate is therefore far from extravagant consider- | 


And it can be | 
done tor the amount notwithstanding the advanced cost of 


ing the extent of the enlargement secured. 


meiterials, as the patterns from which the ornamental iron- 
work Was cast are still on band. 

The present plan for enlargement was originally de- 
sigued to be earried outin 1852, when the old Library room 
was rebuilt, but the space in the two wings was then 
occupied by the officers of Congress, and it was therefore 
left incomplete. Over twelve years have elapsed, and the 
great increase of the Library has been such thatits number 
of volumes is quadrupled, while vo additional room of a 
permanent character has been provided. 

The appropriation asked is not unreasonably high, as 
may be seen by comparing the cost of similar library ac- 
comimodations elsewhere. 

‘The new reading-roomovf the British Museum (constructed 
entirely within the old edifice) cost £100,000, or $500,000. 
The Boston Public Library building cost, exclusive ot ‘ground, 
$240,000. ‘The sum of $160,000, although large in itself, is 
not so ine omparison with the great object of providing safe 


These donations might be largely increased | 


Every State and ‘Territory | 








tud permanent room for this rich historical collection,which | 


is rapidly increasing, aud much of which, if destroyed, 
could never be replaced. 

9. The Library lias asked for no appropriations beyond its 
regular annual ove for books since 1552, until last Congress, 
When $4,000 was appropriated ior a marble floor, in lieu of 


Mr. COLLAMER. Ido not wishtoadd much 
to thatcommunication; butI see ithas been so read 
that gentlemen paid very little attention to it. I 
fancy if Senators, and | presume most of them 
have, take any occasion to look at the condition 
of the Library, the condition of the room and the 
books there, they must be convinced that some- 
thing should be done, or we might as well abandon 
italtogether, The situation of the Library issuch, 
exposed as a portion of it is—containing some of 
the most valuable books—to ruin by fire and 
everything of that sort, that if we really have any 
means left,except the basineas of.carry lng on the 
war, if we can do anything else, this is certainly 


| a most imperious demand upon our finances and 





| to know in order to pass understandingly upon 


upon Congress, and I trust that it may receive 
the attention it deserves. With the exception of 
making a marble floor, instead of buying new 
carpets, and | believe they have had one carpet 
there for fourteen years, nothing has been laid 


| out on the Library since 1852, the time it was 


burned down, ‘The rooms which are wanted to 
be taken in are abandoned by the House and by 
the Senate, and are not needed for our use, and 
we can take them into the Library. The estimate 
made by the architect is a very reasonable one, 
and it ought now to be executed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore put the ques- 
tion, and declared that the noes appeared to || 
have it, 

Mr.COLLAMER. I desire the yeasand nays 
upon the amendment. I wish gentlemen to ex- 
press their opinions one way or another. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Library has stated everything, | 
have no doubt, that is necessary for the Senate 


thisamendment; but lam not sure that there were 
many members of the Senate who listened to my 
friend the chairman of the committee. If they 
had done it, | think they would have been aera 
unanimous in opinion that the appropriation 
should be made. We have now books on hand, 
many of which cannot be procured anywhere; 
the very rarest and most valuable works. If the 
Senate could see, as the committee were of course 
obliged to see, the condition in which the Library 
is, lam sure they would not hesitate to make this 
appropriation, ‘The works now on hand are worth 
a good deal more than the amount of the expend- 
iture, and they are liable tou be burned up at any 
moment; but even if they were not liable to be || 
burned up, they are now really in a condition 
which renders it, as I think, disgraceful to the 
couniry. The most valuable works are en the || 
floor. Whenever they are needed, and they are | 
books of that description that they are often 
needed, you have to take up a dozen before you 
get what you want, 

Senators ought to know, and of course do 
know, that the Library is nowa place of resort at 
times of the mostlearned men of the country, who 
are anxious to contribute sull more to the litera- 
ture of the country in all its departinents, scien- 
tific and otherwise. ‘They come here expecting 
to find in the Congressional Library books that 
they are unable for the most part to find in other 
libraries. ‘The Library has been selected with 
great care; but when they get here itis almost im- 
possible for them to use whatis there,which, prop- 
erly acranged,could be used with very great facil- 
ity. Thearrangement would improve very much 
the appearance, too, of the building. We have 
voted millions and millions and millions of dollars 
for comparatively unimportant Interests, as I 


| think; and I should therefore hope that the Senate, 


| under all the circumstances, would see the propri- 


j| ety of concurring in what was the unanimous 
| opinion of the committee, that this appropriauion 


should be made. 

Mr. TEN EYCK., I listened to every word 
that was uttered by the Senator from Vermont, 
and also to the reading of the paper which was 
read at the desk, because it was a subject on |} 


which I felt a very deep interest; and under any || 


| and | learn from other sources 
| ment now is indebted to the brave men who 
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other circumstances than such as surrou t ‘ 
theugh | make no profession of literary attain 
ment, | would, with the utmost cordimlity, sup- 
port, and, if need be, lend my feeble voice in aid 
of the amendmen tproposed by the Senator from 
Ve rmont, whic’ is to apply g460,000 for the pur- 
pose s of the Library. 

The Senator says that itis necessary for the 
protection of the books we now have; that the 
books that are in jeopardy and liable to be de- 
stroyed by fire or accident are of greater value 
than the proposed cost of the rooms to be fitted 
up for that purpose. I see in the newspapers, 
, that this Govern- 
are 
in the field to sustain this Union and this Gov- 
ernment to perhaps the amount of one hundred 
and forty orone hundred and fifty million dollars, 
l learn from the chairman of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and from others, that for the 
last six, ten, or twelve months many of the offi- 
cers of the line have not received a dollar of their 
pay; that they have actually been obliged to 


| obtain aid through the quartermaster’s depart- 


ment, not exactly through a subterfue#, but 
through an arrangement by which they can 
actually maintain themselves, | also read inthe 
newspapers that hundreds of these patriotic men, 
not because they are tired of the service, but as 


a matter of absolute necessity, to protect them- 


| selves and their families, from which they are 


separated, from starvation, are compelled to re- 
sign their commissions unless some aid or as- 
sistance shall be extended to them. Nay, I 
understand that the pockets of their commanding 
generals are now full of their requests to be per- 
mitted to resign as a matter of sheer necessity, 
that they may go home and maintain their fami- 
lies in some other way. With these facts staring 
me in the face, and believing that unless we give 
some additional aid to our Army in the field the 
Union will be destroyed, 1 consider that a much 
more important measure than the protection even 
of this magnificent Library; and in that point of 
view, although on the outside, and not having the 
information which the Committee on Finance 
have on this subject, lam most reluctantly com- 
pelled to say, in advance of any expression on 
this floor from any other person, that | must 
hesitate before [ can give my vote for this amend- 
ment under the existing circumstances. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I propose to amend the 
amendment by striking out the words ** the plan 
of the architect of the Capitol exte nsion, * and 
inserting * a plan to be approved by the Commit- 
tee on the Library;’’ so that it will read: 


For an enlargement of the Library of Congress, so as to 
include in two wings, built fire-proot, the space at either 
end of the present Library, measuring about eighty feet in 
length by thirty feet in width, in accordance with a plan to 
be approved by the Committee on the Library, $160,000, 

Mr. COLLAMER. 
that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pomeroy 
in the chair.) ‘The amendment wl be so modt- 
fied. 

Mr. HALE. I concur fully with the views 
stated so well by the Senator from New Jersey. 
lam not willing, while we are raising money by 
taxing the people for everything they eat, drink, 
and wear, to vote $160,000 for an addition to this 
Library. [think it would be unjust to the people 
who pay taxes, and unjust to the soldiers to 
whom we owe the money. We have no moral 
right to vote this sum, which must be taken ee 
what we are actually owing, and owing to-day, 
our soldiers; and therefore lt shall vote against se 

Mr. JOHNSON. Doesthe honorable Senator 
suppose we have no moral right to take care of 
our own property ? 
a right, 


I have no objection to 


I suppose, if there ever was 
it would be the right the Government 
would have to protect its own property, which 
has cost it mere than the amount of this appros 
priation and which, ifdestroyed to-m rrow, could 
not be replaced by twice the amount. 

J am a little surprised, too, to find that both the 
honorable Senators who have spoken on the sub- 
ject are under the impression that this war must 
fail or will be seriously endangered if we appro- 
priate $160,000 for the Library. We ar coming 
to a Very puor pass indeed; we are in a state of 
hopeless bankruptcy if we, by appropriating 


what is necessary to take care of the Librarv, put 


What 
is $160,000 as far as the waris concerne d, and the 


it out of our power toe arry on this wa 
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appr which you must make in order to 
‘ y Why, itis nothing; itis but 
a di inthe bucket, Butif there was a fire there 
to-mnortow the United States would lose more in 
money or in money’s worth than the whol 
amount of this appropriation; and yet my friend 
from New Hampshire Lys that notwithstanding 
that, we have no moral right to vote this appro- 
priau ni 

It is a question therefore of economy, practical 
economy. Suppose this building was leaking and 
was going to ruin, and we found out that itcould 
not le unre ted except by an expenditure of 
$200,000, w suld not the honorable member vote 
i And if he would, why would he vote it? Se - 
cause not to vote itwould tnflictupon the country 
a iarger yu cuniat y loss than to vote it. The prin- 
ciple is precisely the same. Here is the Library 
going lo ruin, liable to be dest roy d at any mo- 
ment, and while it exists, if it should not be de- 
stroyed, almost practically valueless in relation 
ton vast variety of publications which are inval- 
unable. Itis true that, if the safety of the nation 
dey ed upon a refusal to make this appropri- 
ation, there could be but one opinion in the Sen- | 
ate, that the Lib iry ought to 70, and the nation 
be saved: but we are reduced to a sad condition 
if the safety of the nation 1s endangered by an ap- 
propriation necessary to take care of our own 

roperty. 

Mr. HALE. Thisargumentof the Senator from 
Maryland would virtually destroy all idea of 
economy, and we would vote away treasure in 
an mdefinite amount by the question, “What is 
$160,000?) Nothing ” Well, sir, double it; and 
whatis $320,000? ** Nothing.’? Letus come to 
that, and you may go on making appropriations 
unl you are sunk in the vortex of bankruptcy. 


Sir, | do not call this a small appropriation; I 
do not call of the small leaks; this is not 
of those leaks made by the little foxes that 
steal into the garden; this is a gigantic appropri- 
ation of $160,000, under the pretense that itis to 
protect the Library. Let me call the attention of 
the Se toa fact. Some years ago—I do not 
remember how long since; | was a member of the 
Senate, however—the Library was It 
ted of wood. 


this one 
one 


nate 


burned, 


was then construc It was repaired, 
and repaired on the idea that it was to be made 
fire-proof, and I believe it is. 

Mi OLLAMER. ‘That part of it is. 

Mr. HALE. ‘That is the main part. 

Mr. COLLAMER. It does not contain half | 
ag = oks. 

. HALE. [do not know that it does; but 


spoke of de 


J thoughtthey meant what I call “the Lil rary ;’ 


eee 


but it seems that is not the Library; that the 
Library is where some private books are stored 
away in some little select corners where literary 
valetudinarians go for the purpose of amusing 


D> 


themselves at the publicexpense. [Laughte re] 
Mr. President, we have got to begin somewhere 
and stop making theseappropriations while there | 


are such calls made upon us for the expenses of 
the Army andthe Navy. If we do not say that 
$160,000 is something, what will be the sum which 
the magnificent Senator from Maryland will con- 


sent lu say is something? One hundred and sixty 
thousand dollars! Pooh; that is nothing; a mere 
flash in the pan, mere pocket money; it is not 


worthy the consideration of stutesmen; itis not 


wortuy sé fl ose who regard tie Treasury ! W ould 
twice that be anything? No, sir; | doabt even 


stroying the Library, 


sixty thousand dollars before this war commenced 
would pay the whole of the expenses of the State 
of New Hampshire, civil, judicial, military, and 
and yetitis ** 


naval, fur atleast three years; noth- 


ing!’? 

I donot wantto repeat what I have before said; 
but I confess I cannot see w we shall com- 
mence economy or retrenchment if we are not 
going to stop here, if we are going to expend this 
sum on the ornamenting of the Library, for it is 
nothingelse. It will bea little more comfortable, 
I know. Possibly if this appropriation passes, 
some gentlemen will lounge away a few hours 
there that they now have to spend in their rooms; 
but this is not an appropriation that U think ts 
justified by the present condition of the Treasury. 


here 


Mr. SUMNER. lI certainly agree with the 
Senator from New Hampshire that $160,000, at 


this time, is a considerable appropriation. I do 
notcall it * nothing;”” itis much; and ought not 
be made, certainly, without good cause, es- 
pecially when, as the Senator has reminded us, 
there are soldiers unpaid. But the Senator will 
pardon me when I say that while | agree with 
him in recognizing thatthe sum is considerable, 
I do not agree with him in his conclusion; and I 
think his own speech actually showed the neces- 
sity forthisappropriation. ‘The Senator avowed 
that he only knew the Library as it was restored 
some ten or twelve years ago, which he called 
**the Library.’? He knew nothing at all of the 
other rooms attached to itand of the books there. 
He counted those out. Now,as I understand it, 
it is forthose books and their accommodation that 
this appropriation is proposed to be made. 

Mr. COLLAMER. If the Senator will allow 
me, we have more volumes, and probably of more 
value, stored in the lobbies and passages around 
that Library than there are in the Library—con- 


to 


| siderably more. 


| full knowledge of the subject. 





| land has justly said they are, 
| importance that they should be properly taken 
| care of. 


Mr. SUMNER. 


Vermont right, 


I think the Senator from 
and he speaks of course with 
The books that 
the Senator from New Hampshire takes no no- 
tice of, in point of fact are the most valuable part 
of the Library. They give to it its special, and 
perhaps I may say its transcendent, value at this 
moment among the libraries of the country; and 


is 


| the question is, whether those books shall be | 
| used, or will you leave them where even the Sen- 


ator from New Hampshire will not find them? 
The Senator is not unacquainted with this edifice; 


and yet he knows nothing of the larger part of 


the Library which is under its extensive roof, 
Sir, itis not creditable to the Government that 
so large a part of that Library should be left in 
that condition. If it is worth while to obtain the 
books, so valuable, as the Senator from Mary- 


What is the use of having them if they 
are not in a condition in which they can be used ? 
They must be made accessible; they must be put 
upon shelves, be arranged, systematized, and in 
certain order, If that is not done, you might as 
well have them packed in the crypts.of the Capi- 
tol below. 


Mr. WILSON. I should like to ask my col- 

league how long they have been in that condi- 
|} tion? 

Mr. SUMNER. They have been accumulat- 


that $320,000 would be considered anything. Sup- 
pose it was 61,000,000; what is $1,000,000 toa 
nation that is spending 91,000,00U,000 a year? | 


Nothing; 


nothing. 


Sir, let me tell you an anecdote, very illustra- 
tive, Lthink. A very distinguished gentleman, 
whose name I will not mention, was sick upon 
his deach-bed, and the physician came in and told 
the daughter, who was with the father, that he 

sald not probably survive many hours. Her 

antenance sunk at once; and her father saw that 
there had been aoe communication made to her. 
Said he, ‘My dear, what did the doctor say?’ 
Oh, nothing; nothing.” ** Well,’’ said the gen- 


tleman, ‘my dear, will you be so kind as to tell 
me precisely what the doctor says when he says 
nothing?’? [Laughter.} Sir, 1 should like to know 
what would ve the sum to which the honorable 
Senator from Maryland would cease to apply the 
term ‘nothing, nothing.”? One hundred and 


| room after room has been taken into the circle of | 
the Library, filled up with books, unarranged, so | 


it 


i 
i 


ing now for some years. It was in ]852 that the 
change was made, and the large room known as 


it is certainly of 
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unarranged aan inaccessible, it will not iii the 
results which such a treasure ought to bring, 
Mr. TEN EYCK. I would not assume the 
position of undertaking to question the conduct 
of any former Committee on the,Library of this 
body, or the action of Congress 1m former yeurs 
upon this subject; but J] cannot fail to entertain 
the common-sense view of the matter, (at least go 
itseems to me,) thatif this Library is in such an 
imminent state of peril, it is singular we should 
have been for the last fourteen years making an- 
nual appropriations for the purchase of these ve ry 
valuable books, (and no one disputes that the) y 
are so,) with no suitable place in which to put 
them but to consign them to passages and alley- 
waysand rooms liable to be destroyed atany di ‘y, 
or any hour of any day. We have been going on 
now, as it appears, for the last fourteen years, 
making annual appropriations to the amount of 


‘thousands of dollars for the Libri ary, until we 


| have suddenly awakened 


the fire-proof room, to which the Senator from | 


New Hampshire has alluded, was built; and those | 
| books have been accumulating from that time to | 


this; first piled away in one small room at one | 


side, and then in another on another side; and so 


that they are practically inaccessible except to 


the Librarian himself, and he must find very great | 


difficulty in going to them. 


I said, when | was interrupted, that it was not | 


have acquired property of this description of more 
than one hundred and sixty thousand dollars in 

value, perhaps double that amount; and all this 
property has been suffered to lie for the last four- 
teen years ina place which the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts has described as being almost like the 
cryptof the Capitol. There they have remained, 
inaccessible except to the Librarian and a few 
other persons, subject to the destruction which 
might befall them at _ moment; and now we 
to the peril in which 
they are, and weare called upon at this particular 
moment of extreme national difficulty, so far as 
the finances are concerned, to appropriate this 
large sum of money. Certainly, if our conduct 
to-day in opposing this amendment Is indefensi- 
ble, the action of former committees and of former 
Congresses is subject to exception and criticism 
on account of the vast expenditure of money for 
the procurementofsuch books, and the exposure 
of those books in the way which has been de- 
scribed. 

Although I think the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire has most complete ly and satisfactorily re- 
plied to the suggestion of the Senator from Mar y- 
land, | wish to relieve myself from the sublime ly 
ridic ulous position in which the Senator from 
Maryland would seek to place us by giving a 
construction to our opposition of this character: 
that we here declare the condition of the Treas- 
ury to be such that an increased expenditure of 
$160,000 at this hour will produce national bank- 
ruptey, and will deprive us of the power of con- 
tinuing our armies in the field. I think that was 
an unfair and unjust construction to be plac ed 
upon our opposition to this measure. ‘There is 
an old Scotch saying that many mickles make a 
muckle. It is not the $160,000 now asked to be 
appropriated, but it is the one thousand times 
$160,000 multiplied that we are called upon to 
appropriate for this, that, and the other purpose, 
very few of them commending themselves so 
highly to the consideration of al! thoughtful and 
reflecting men as this does, that place us in this 
extreme posture of necessity, and which require 

us to be cautious at least in making additional 
appropriations. 

Now, | admit that every hour these books re- 
main in this position they are subject to the in- 
creased liability of loss; and I have the fact flashing 
upon my mind by remembering the lighted dome 
of the Smithsonian Institute. It brings itto my 
vision and to my consciousness, Yet still I can- 
not but remember, as | had occasion to say, that 
we have got gallant armies in the field, and with- 
outany impeachment of the patriotism of the men 
constituting those armies, unless we do set our- 


| selves to work to supply them with the necessary 


creditable to the Government that so important a | 


collection of books should be left in such a condi- 
ion. This Library ts one of the chief ornaments 
of the national Capitol. [ need not remind you 


| that perhaps in the whole world there is not an 


edifice more complete in all respects than this very 
national Capitol, unsurpassed as it is in magnifi- 
ence, and also in convenience. One of its best 
| treasures is that very Library; but if you leave it 


| in its present neglected condition, with the books Ht and Mr. Jounson]} recommend a measure of this 


means of keeping life in their bodies, and in the 
bodies of their wives and children at home, those 
armies must dwindle asa matter of necessity; and 
notonly the Library, and the valuable books which 
are stowed in the passage-ways of the Capitol, 
but this splendid edifice itself, and this Union, 
may fall beneath the influences of this rebellion, 
because we have not the resOurces which are re- 
quisite in order to keep all these things in move- 
ment, 

| may be entirely in error in the view which I 
take. it may be an entirely too contracted one. 
1 am led to doubt the correctness of my view 
when gentlemen of so much respectability and 
sagacity as those | see before me [Mr. CoLtameR 
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kind; and yet the stubborn, severe fact stares me 
in the face that we mustkeep our armies full; we 
must supply fighting men who are in the field 
with the necessary means to sustain life; and if that 
be in peril at this moment,and in consequence of 
that the Uniongmay be in peril, [ must withhold 
my vote from the appropriation of these large 
sums of money to other purposes. I do not be- 
lieve that the appropriation of $160,000 for this 
purpose by itself would interfere with the exist- 
ence of this Government, either to shorten its 
life or to lengthen it; but I believe that with other 
appropriations directed to other purposes and not 
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of satisfying the people that certain persons are 
peculiarly the patriotic men of the country, who 
take care of the soldiers, and other men do not 
mean to take care of them, but to fritter away the 


money of the Government for other purposes. If 


|| that is not directly argued, itis more than inti- 


| mated. 


to the vital one, it may end in overtaxing the | 
brains of the men who are now busily at workin | 
endeavoring to find the ways and means to carry | 


on this war, and when their brains fail then the 
cause | am afraid will also fail. 

Mr. GRIMES. 
from New Jersey that perhaps this amendment 


1 will suggest to the Senator | 


may be the natural result of one we have already | 


adopted from the Committee on the Library. If 
lum not misinformed, the regular annual amount 
usually appropriated for the increase of the Li- 
brary is $5,000; but we have by an amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Vermont, the chair- 
man of the Committee on the Library, increased 
that amount from $5,000 to $8,000, and if we are 


going to continue increasing the Library in a | 


realer proportion in these times than we have 
ae in the habit of increasing it, the enlargement 
may be the natural result of that increase. 

Mr. FOSTER. Me. President, 1 shall vote for 
this appropriation with a great deal of pleasure— 
not because I consider ita small sum; not because, 
as I hope, | shut my eyes to the condition of 
the country, and especially to the wants of the 
Army; but I shall vote for itas a necessity. I 


believe it to be a necessity in the strict sense, and || 
I believe it is more a necessity now than it ever 

I believe that if we had had libra- | 
ries of books like this spread over the country | 


was before. 


this rebellion would have been prevented. It had 
its origin in the ignorance of the people. I may 
perhaps speak unadvisedly in saying it had its 
origin in the ignorance of the people; it may not 
have had its origin in their ignorance; it has had 
its support and its success because of the ignor- 
ance of the people. Men, not ignorant, but de- 


praved and ambitious, set the rebellton on foot, || 


and have been enabled, in consequence of the 
clouds of ignorance which overspread certain parts 
of our land, to prosecute the rebellion thus far with 
the success ithasatlained. ]gnorance is the bane 
of the Republic. We need enlightenment. ‘The 


public mind once thoroughly enlightened, ignor- | 


ance dispelled from among us, and a rebellion of 
the description now raging wall be in this country 
an impossibility. 


As regards the debts due to our soldiers, and | 


their necessities, I hope | feel as strongly as any 
member of this body, and would go as far to pay 
and relieve them. I think I may be entitled to 
speak for the soldiers from my own State, and to 
say that | do not believe there is a native soldier 


|| from 1853 to 1856, I think. 


in the Army from the State of Connecticut who |) 


would not cheerfully, so far as his pay is con- 
cerned, make the deduction that would be his full 
proportion of that scanty pittance, in order that 
this appropriation might be made. Sir, | believe 
that we can do the country, the cause of liberty 
and humanity, no greater service than to make 
this appropriation. 
knowledge among the people. 
Mr.COLLAMER. The condition ofour Army, 
the condition of our finances, and the necessities 
which our circumstances create, furnish at least 
very grand subjects of declamation. 
suppose when, pressed by the necessities of our 
Library, | asked for this appropriation, that | 


was to be either directly or obliquely accused of | 
trying to take away money necessary to pay the | 


soldiers What we owe them. It is more than in- 
timated that that is the purpose of this amend 
ment; at any rate, that that is to be its effect. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. Oh, no. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Then why all this dec- 
lamation about it? If that is not its purpose and 
object, why drag it in? 
cannot make an appropriation, whatever may be 
the necessities, however great may be the want 
of the thing, because we want money entirely for 


the Army; and then come up beautiful specimens || said: I am paired off on this question with the 


of eloquence, sent home, I take it, for the purpose 


L did not | 


It amounts to this: we | 


Let us diffuse light and | 


i 


Now, sir, there is no purpose of that 
kind entertained by anybody, nor is such acon- 
sequence necessary from the amendment. 

Another argument, if it may be called one, and 
from the source from which it comes it is entitled 
to be treated as such, is to blame the committee 
because they have asked for $8,000 instead of 
$5,000, the old standing appropriation for procur- 
ing books, because, when they getso many more, 
they will want so much more room to put them 
in; that the proposition is to increase their wants. 
I suppose that question should be argued with the 
gravity with which itis presented. Does not that 
gentleman, and every other man ofcommon sense, 
know that $8,000 now will not buy as many books 
as $5,000 did before the war? Five thousand dol- 
lars has been the standing appropriation since 
1853. Do we not know that many of these books 
are brought from Europe, and the rate of ex- 
change issuch that we cannot get one halfas many 
as before for the same money? I did not propose 
to buy any more books; and yet the question Is 
argued as if we were pressing a proposition to in- 
crease the amount of books we are buying. It 
is no such thing. We cannot now buy with 
$10,000 the books that seven years ago we could 
have bought for $5,000. It 1s nota proposition 
to increase the amount of appropriation for books. 
It is that we may be enabled to go on with the 
series of books which are in process of publi- 
cation in Europe and this country, for which we 
have become subscribers. The great body of the 
books are to make up those series; and we can- 
not make them up and cannot getalong unless we 
increase that appropriation; we cannot obtain the 
books we have heretofore received. [tis no prop- 
osition, as is represented here, to increase the 
amount of our difficulties by increasing our books 
or anything of that kind. A large part of the 
books we receive are by way of exchange, and 
many of them, some of the most valuable we 
have, are donations. ‘Take the parliamentary 
documents that are found in one room. I think 
there are about seven hundred volumes. They 
are there piled up on the floor, and in dark pas- 
sages; the most valuable books there are on the 
face of the earth. That is our condition. 

3ut why has it been so?) ‘The honorable Sen- 
ator from New Jersey seems to think that the 
Committee on the Library have been too extrav- 
agant; that they ought not to get so many books; 
that theyshould not have gotthem atall. ‘That 
isa new complaint, Ll can say that after 1853, 
when the fire-proof Library was reconstructed, 
we got in there notonly what books we had then, 
but we went on for several years filling thatup, 
Then we began to 
be crowded for room. Since that time they have 
been accumulating in the passage ways, in the 
side rooms, and in out of the way places, where- 


}| ever they could find storage room, and upon the 


floor. We have received booksas 
exchanges from the British Government, and 
from other Governments; as valuable books as 
there are to be found inthe world. We have not 
been even buying this amount of books. We 
have not bought more than about half of them. 
We have received them in the various manners 
I have suggested. 

Then again complaint is made because we ask 
the appropriation at this time. Sir, we have 
been pressed with this thing about the Library 
fora long time, and we have delayed bringing it 
forward forfour years in consequence of this wat, 
hoping that it would soon come to an end, and 
we should not have to keep our books exposed 
much longer. We deferred asking for it until 
we are so pressed by this condition of things that 
we think itunsafe any longer to leave the Library 
in its present condition; and the question 1s, 
whether we shall take any measures to secure the 
property we have. If gentlemen say that cannot 
be done, there is the end of it; | must submit, of 
course, to that, 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. POWELL (when his name was called) 


donations and 


Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. Have.) | 
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Were I not paired | should vote for the amend- 
ment, and the Senator from New Hampshire 
would vote against it. 


The result was then announced—yeas 20, nays 
14; as follows: 


YEAS—Messr Anthony, Clark, Collamer, Connesa, 
Cowan, Davis, Foster, Harris. Henderson, Howard, Howe, 
Jolinson, Lane of Indiana, Morritl, Nve, Riddle, Saule 
bury, Sumner, Trumbull, and Willey —20. 

NAYS—Meessrs. Dixon, Grimes, Harian, Lane of Kansas, 
Morgan, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Sherman, Sprague, Stewart, 
Ten Eyek, Wade, Wilkinson and Wilson—14 

ABSENT—Messrs. Brown, Buckalew, Carlile, Chand 
ler, Doolittle, Farwell, Foot, Hale, Harding, Hendricks 
Hicks, McDougall, Nesmith, Powell, Richardson, Van 
Winkle, and Wright—17. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Lam directed by the Com- 
mittee on Finance to offer another amendment, to 
conunue the operation of an existing law one year 
longer. itis to add as a new section: 

Ind he it further enacted, That the provisions of the act 
approved April 29, 1864, increasing the compensation of 
inspectors of Customs in certain ports be extended to July 
1, 1866. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments were concurred in, and or- 
dered to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a 
third time. It was read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, the title of the 
bill was amended by adding the words ‘and 
additional appropriauons for the current fiscal 
year.”’ 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSK. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. MePuerson, its Clerk, announced that 
the Hlouse had passed the following Senate bill 
and jornt resolution: 

A bill (S. No. 281) for the relief of Alexander 
J. Atocha. 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 91) appointing 
General Richard Delafield to be a regent of the 
Smithsonian Institution, 


COLLECTORS AND SURVEYORS OF CUSTOMS, 


Mr. SHERMAN. Iask the Senate to post- 
pone all prior orders and take up a bill that ought 
to be acted upon. It 1s House bill No. 705, for 
the relief of collectors and surveyors of the cus- 
toms in certain cases. I feel very sure it will not 
vive rise to debate, 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill. Lt authorizes the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury in all cases in which any collector or 
surveyor of the customs has paid, or accounted 
for, or is charged with duties accruing under the 
** joint resolution to increase temporarily the du- 
ties on imports,” approved April 29, 1864, and in 
which he shall be satisfied that the collection of 
the duties was omitted by such collector or sur- 
veyor for the reason that he was not informed of 
the passage of that resolution when the duties ac- 
crued, under such rules as he may prescribe, to 
remit or refund, as the case may require, such 
duties to such collector or surveyor, 

Mr. GRIMES. I should like to have the chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance explain this 
bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The bill explains itself. 
Congress at the last session increased the duties 
on imports, and the law took effect on the day of 
Is passage, In two or three remote ports, one 
of which is Mackinaw, | believe, they had no no- 
tice of the fact of the passage of the resolution 
until the law took effect, and collected the old rates 
of duties. [tis simply to give relief to the col- 
lectors in such cases under such regulations ag 
may be preseribed by the Secretary. 

Mr. HOWE. 1 should like to hear what the 
relief is. 1 did not hear the bill read. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 


avain. 


It had better be read over 
If the Senator will hear the bill read, he 
will find there can be no objection to it. 

‘The Secretary again read the bill. 

Mr. HOWE. [do not now understand whether 
the bill is intended to act retrospectively alone, 
or generally. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Retrospectively alone, and 
apples only to the increase made by that joint 
resolution. The joint resolution took effect on 
the 29th of April, and in some of the remote ports 
they did not know of the increase of duties. 


Mr. HOWE. 1 understand what the difficul- 
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I 
: ’ 1 . , al] 
whether the resolution would not apply to all 


otlner of the kind. 

Mr. SULERMAN,. Oh, no; it expressly says 
that it is 
rr ; it nM. 

‘The bill was reported to the Senate without 


ties in the past have been, but I was in doubt | 


confined to the duties paid under that | 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the | 


third time, and passed. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. WILSON. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 
It is of great importance to have an executive ses- 
gion to-day. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CONNESS. 


Before the doors are closed, 


I] move to take up the resolution offered by the 
Senater from Nevada [Mr. Stewart] yesterday, 


proposing an additional committee of the Senate 
on minesand mining interests. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pomeroy.) || 


It may be taken up by unanimous consent before 
the doors are closed. 
Mr. WILSON. I think that had better lie over. 
‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection being 


made, the motion cannot be entertained. 


The Senate thereupon proceeded to the consid- | 


eration of executive business, and aftersome time 
spent therein, the doors were reopened; and the 
Senate adjourned, 


IIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, February 11, 1865. 


The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 
by Rev. Dr. E. H. Gray. 


The Journal of ye sterday was read and approved. 


The SPEAKER. The first business in order 
is the call of committees for reports of bills of a 
private nature, 

TESTIMONY BY DEPOSITION IN CERTAIN CASES. 

Mr. WILSON, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in 


structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law | 


for king testimony by deposition for the defense in ecrim- 
jnal cases in the District of Columbia when the witness 
resides beyond the limits of the District, and report by bill 
or otherwise. 

Mr. DAWES. I rise to a question of privilege. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
morning hour commenced? 

The SPEAKER. It has. 

Mr. DAWES. I ask unanimous consent to 
make a report from the Committee of Elections. 

The SPEAKER. That can only be done by 
unanimous consent during the morning hour. 

Mr. DAWES. I will postpone it, then, and 


especially as I see that some of my colleagues on | 


the committee are not present, 
NAVAL DEPOT AT MILWAUKEE. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE, by unanimous consent, pre- 


sented the memorial of the Legislature of the | 


State of Wisconsin for a naval depot at the city 

of Milwamkee, in the State of Wisconsin; which 

was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
ILABEAS CORPUS, ETC. 

Mr. LE BLOND, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill to repeal the act entitled “*An act 
relating to habeas corpus, and regulating judicial 
proceedings in certain cases;”’ 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

COLLECTION OF CERTAIN DUTIES. 


Mr. KASSON. I am requested by one of the 
officers of the Government to ask that Senate bill 
No. 424, relating to the revenue, be taken from the 


Has the | 





which was read a | 


Speaker’s table and referred to the appropriate | 


committee, 

No objection being made, the bill (S. No. 424) 
to facilitate the collection of certain duties due to 
the United Siates was taken from the Speaker’s 
table, read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


POST ROUTE IN KENTUCKY. 
Mr. RANDALL, of Kentucky, by unanimous 


consent, introduced the following resolution; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


|| to his own private ends? Would he not say, hereisaclear 


; 


| 
Post Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a | 
post route from Mount Vernon, Kentucky, to Somerset, 1 
Kentucky, and report by bill or otherwise. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication of the Secre- | 
tary of State, transmitting, in compliance with the 
acts of August 16, 1842, and August 18, 1856, a 
report on the commercial relations of the United 
States with foreign nations; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. ELIOT, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced the following resolution; which was re- 
ferred, under the law, to the Committee on Print- 


oe 
ng: 


Resolved, That four thousand additional copies of the re- 
port on the commercial relations of the United States with 
foreign nations for the year ending September 30, 1864, be 
printed in usual form tor the use of the House; also one 
thousand copies for the use of the State Department. 


NAVY-YARD ON THE MISSISSIPPI. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from the 
Secretary of the Navy, transmitting the report of 
the commission appointed under the joint reso- 
lution of Congress, approved June 30, 1864, to 
‘*select the most approved site for a navy-yard 
or naval station on the Mississippi river,’’ and 
asking an appropriation therefor; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
ordered to be printed. 





SOUTHERN SUPERINTENDENCY. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from the 
Secretary of the Interior, transmitting the esti- 
mates of the southern superintendency for the 
first and second quarters of 1865, and for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1866; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and ordered to be printed. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Mr.CRAVENS. I ask leave of absence, for | 
the remainder of the session, for my colleague, 


Mr. McDowe t, whose health is very bad. 

Leave was granted accordingly. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. Two mem- 
bers of the Committee on Commerce, Mr. Perry 
and myself, are obliged to leave the city on busi- 
ness connected with that committee. 


days. 

Laiiie of absence was granted accordingly. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, I rise toa ques- 
tion of privilege. 

The SPEAKER. That cannot be done during 
the morning hour except by unanimous consent. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I ask unani- 
mous consent to make a personal explanation 
based upon an article in the New York Evening 
Post. 

Unanimous consent was granted. 


I ask the Clerk 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. 


| to read the article l send him, from the New York 


‘ 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and || 


Evening Post. 

The Clerk read the artic!s, as follows: 

A Worp on Pusiic Morats.—Among those who rep- 
resent the State of Massachusetts at Washington, is Mr. 
ALexanper H. Rice, of Boston. We desire our readers 
to note well the name of that member—ALexanpDeR HI. 
Rice. 

Suppose this Mr. Rice were to have a cause in court. 
Suppose the judge presiding atthe trial should be discovered 
to have a large pecuniary interest in the event of the suit, 
which induced him to charge the jury in such a manner as 


I ask leave 
of absence for my colleague and myself for ten 


GLOBE. 


| cent. for two or three years past. 





ty procure a verdictagainst Mr. Rice. Would there be any 
expression of condemnation too severe,in Mr. Rice’s judg- 
ment, for such conduct? Would he not say that here is a 
magistrate, bound impartially to administer the laws, who 
Mas yet so little sense, not merely of integrity, but even of 
decency, that he sits in judgment on a cause which is vir- 
tually his own, and perverts the functions of his high office | 


case for impeachment and an iguominious removal of the 
offender from the bench ? 

Or suppose that in the same cause a person who had an 
interest in the suit adverse to that of Mr. Rice should pro- | 
cure himseli to be smuggled into the jury, and should use 
his utinost powers of persuasion with his fellows to induce | 
them togive a verdict against Mr. Rice, would not this be | 
regarded not merely as most unjust proceeding, but as a 
piece of kuavery deserving of intamy ? 

We should like to know how Mr. Rice distinguishes 
these cases in their essential qualities from thatof amem- 
ber of Congress who, bound as he is to suppert impartially 
all good measures and oppose all bad ones, with a single | 
eye to the public good, should yet sit in that body to vote i 


February 11. 
money into his own pocket; to support measures which 
bring him a pecuniary profit; to pervert his office of le vis 
lator into an engine tor advancing bis own sordid interest, 

But has Mr. Rice done this? it will be asked. Let the 


| Springfield Republican, a journal published in Mr. Rice’s 


own State, answer. Ina recent number of that paper isa 
well-considered article on the question of the paper duty, 
which the Senate, it seems, is likely to decide against the 
people and in favor of the paper-makers. In this article 


| occurs the following passage, referring to the ridiculously 
| small reduction of the paper duty proposed by the Finance 


Committee in the Senate : 

“The victory is with the manufacturers, and not with 
press or people; and Congress has vindicated itself from the 
charge that it did not dare withhold what the newspapers 
demanded, ouly to expose itself, however, to the supposi- 
tion of being influenced by @ smaller, but richer aud more 
persistent body. The Massachusetts Representatives, in- 
deed, early took pains to show themselves on the manufae- 
turers’ side. Under the lead of one of their number, Mr, 
Rice, bimselfa paper manufacturer and dealer, whose busi- 
ness has probably been more profitable since the war began 
than that of all the papers in the State, and of the Repre- 


| sentative of this district, which makes more fine paper than 


all the rest of the country, they voted solidly against the 
united appeal of the press of their State, and so showed 
their independence of the ‘third estate.’ 7’ 

iow much Mr. Rice is voting inte his own pocket by 
opposing the repeal of the paper duty will be understood 
by looking ata communication from a Massachusetts cor- 
respondent on the first page of this sheet. At Hadley Falls, 
and in the county of Berkshire, the paper mills have been 
piling up a profit of trom one hundred to two hundred per 
Mr. Rice is not willing 
to give up so princely a revenue, which, perhaps, as poor 
human nature is constituted, is not much to be wondered 
at, in his case atlea=t; but we must tell him plainly thatit 
is not the part of an honest man to get himself elected to 
Congress and then vote for a duty which brings to himself 
a hundred per cent. on the bad paper he makes, and to the 
public ‘Treasury nothing at all. We have always main- 
tained, and urged agaiu and again, that men who had such 
interests to promote, men who had anything to gain or to 
lose in a pecuniary respect by certain measures which were 
likely to come betore Congress, had no right to be in that 
body; no more right, in fact, than «man interested in the 
eventof a suit has to be on the jury before which it is tried, 
We want just and impartial legislators and none other, 
and a just and impartial legislator in this case Mr. Rice 
eannot be. When he saw the question coming up before 
Cougress he should have instantly resigned his place. By 
remaining in it and voting for his dirty hundred or two hun- 
dred per cent. profits he exposes himself to censures as 
severe and as iguominious as the juror would deserve in the 
case we have supposed. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
it has been my fortune to be a member of this 
House during the last five or six years; and Ido 
not deem it necessary that [| should rise in my 
place to vindicate myself in the presence of my 
associates and colleagues in respect to the mun- 
ner in which | have discharged either my public 
or my private duties in this House. I have never 
heretofore felt called upon to notice any remarks 
or criticisms that have been made upon my con- 
duct in any quarter whatsoever; and in depart- 
ing in this case from the rule which has governed 
me heretofore, | do it as much for the purpose of 
vindicating the rights of a member upon this floor, 
and of every member, as I do of vindicating my- 
self against the foul and unjust aspersions cast 
upon me in the article which has just been read. 

I do not propose, sir, to descend into the depths 
of a personal controversy in respect to any as- 
saults or animadversions of which I may be the 
subject; but 1 wish to’ say a single word or two 
upon the argument which is embraced in the ar- 
ticle which has just been read. That article pro- 
ceeds upon the assumption that no member of this 
House who has any interest whatever in any of 
the great questions which arise here in Congress 
is entitled to express his opinion or to give his 


| vote upon any of those measures, or even to con- 
| tinue a member of this body unless he is ae 
| independent of them. 


Now, sir, | want to as 

you and the members of this body how itis pos- 
sible that a House of Representatives can be or- 
ganized in a country like this, spreading over a 
vast extent of territory, North and South, and 
East and West—territory which is measured, not 


| by miles, but by parallels of latitude and me- 
| ridians of longitude—embracing every variety of 


soil, climate, and of production; I ask how tt is 


|| possible that from the length and breadth of so 


vast a territory, supporting a people living upon 
its natural ved erect resources and in the em- 
ployments furnished by them both; how is it pos- 
sible that a legislative assembly can be convened 
to legislate upon the interests of such a people if 
the members of that assembly be entirely inde- 
pendent of those interests? Sir, it is a perfect ab- 
surdity tosuggest it. If it were possible to send 
here men identified with none of the interests 
of the country, they would not only be destitute 
probably of the proper information for their duties, 


er asl cara, 
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